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Q:  This is Marlene Mayo, University of Maryland, and today I'm interviewing Glen Fukushima.  

We're in the Ritz Carlton Residence and Hotel, Washington D.C. and the date is December the 

10th, 2019.  And I want to explain before we start that the interview will be in two parts:  Glen's 

early life in Japan and the second part will be his participation as a student at Harvard in the 

Japan-America Student Conference many years later.  Glen, just to begin at the beginning, I 

would like to know the place where you were born, the year you were born, and then we could 

hear a little bit about your parents.  

GF:  Okay, so I was born September 9th, 1949 in Tokyo.  My father was in Japan with the U.S. 

Army in the U.S. Occupation Forces and so I was born in a Japanese hospital, but registered by 

my father as a U.S. citizen.  So I'm a U.S. citizen by birth because my father was in Japan with 

the Army, but my mother is from, was from, Japan.  So my father was born May 20th, 1924 in 

Taft, California near Bakersfield in Southern California.  And he spent his childhood in Taft and 
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Bakersfield and Los Angeles.  And he and his two older brothers and father and mother. Father 

and mother came from Kumamoto Prefecture in Kyushu.  But my grandfather died in the late 

‘30s of illness and so I never met my grandfather on my father's side.  But in 1941, after the war 

broke out, my father and his two older brothers and their mother, my grandmother, were 

interned in Colorado at the Amache Internment Camp.  And from there, my two uncles went to 

Europe with the 442nd Regimental Combat Team to France and Italy.  My father, being the 

youngest of three sons, had been sent to Japan for a total of two years for education.  One year 

in an elementary school in Kumamoto.  I think he was in his second year of elementary school.  

And one year, I think it was his first year of junior high school in Tokyo.  There used to be a 

school in Tokyo, apparently called Nakano Gakuen, which was a school that many Issei parents 

sent their children to, so they wouldn't forget their Japanese.  So my father, having spent one 

year in Kumamoto and one year in Tokyo, his Japanese-language ability was much better than 

his two older brothers who had never been to Japan.  So my father when he joined the U.S. 

Army in 1943 joined U.S. Military Intelligence and was sent to Fort Snelling in Camp Savage in 

Minnesota to brush up on Japanese military language.  And then was sent to Hawaii and then to 

the Philippines.  And so he was in the Philippines in late 40s or, sorry, late ‘43, late ‘43, to ‘45, 

he was in the Philippines.  In 1945, he went to Okinawa in the Battle of Okinawa.  And so his job 

was intercepting Japanese codes, interrogating Japanese prisoners, and in Okinawa, coaxing the 

Japanese to come out of the caves, so they wouldn't be incinerated by the flamethrowers the 

U.S. Marines were using.  And then at the end of the war, he went to Tokyo with the Allied 

Occupation Forces.  And so while he was there, he met a Japanese woman and they got married 

and so I was born in 1949.  And then probably in 1950, ‘51, after the outbreak of the Korean 
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War, he went to Korea and was there for about three years and then returned to Tokyo, Japan 

and was assigned to Camp Sendai, when there was a Camp Sendai.  It's now where Tohoku 

University is located.  But I think from about ‘53 to ‘56, we lived in Camp Sendai and I went to 

kindergarten and first grade at the U.S. Dependents School in Camp Sendai. 

Q:   Well, thank you very much.  Would you be able also to say a little bit more about your 

mother and her family? And do you know, is there a family story about how your parents met in 

Occupied Japan? 

GF:  Well, my mother was born August 31, 1918 in Akita in Tohoku, Japan.  And she 

and her, I think, a couple of sisters moved to Tokyo.  I think probably in the late ‘30s.  And, as I 

understand it, according to my mother and her younger sister, who’s still alive and in Tokyo, 

apparently there was a Japanese doctor who knew both my father and my mother, and so it 

was the doctor who introduced them and that's how they got to know each other and they got 

married.  That's about all I know. 

Q:  Technically then, would your mother be considered a Japanese war bride for that period? 

GF:   I think so.  Yeah, right. So she's a Japanese citizen married to a U.S. Army personnel who 

was stationed in Japan. Right. 

Q:  Were there siblings?  And I assume that your mother wasn't permitted to even think about 

coming to the United States, if that's what your parents wanted, until around 1952 or so? 

GF:  Well, at that time, I don't know what their plans were, but in 1956 we actually did move to 

the U.S.  But I don't have any brothers or sisters, so I just... an only child. So let's see, so [An 

aside to someone else in the room:  “I'll sign that.  Excuse me.  I'll sign that to my room, okay?”]  
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Q:  So, I didn't realize that you were born in Japan and that is very interesting, but, of course, at 

that stage you were very, very young to know about the fact that you were still in Occupied 

Japan or that there would be a Korean War breaking out in 1950.  Were all of those early years, 

until you ended up in the base elementary school at the camp, were all those years spent in 

Japan?  There was no break, I understand it, because your mother couldn't go to the United 

States anyway.  So you were in Japan from the time of your birth right through to elementary 

school? 

GF:  So I think from the age of one to probably three or four, I was in Tokyo.  And then from the 

age of four to six, I was at Camp Sendai.  And so the kindergarten and elementary school I went 

to the U.S. Army Dependent School at Camp Sendai. 1956, I think it was June of ‘56, my father 

and my mother and I, the three of us, I think it was by MAT, Military Air Transport, I think we 

went to Guam or Wake Island and then to Hickam Field, Hawaii and then to I think it was Travis 

Air Force Base in Oakland.  And my father, at that time, he left the Army and went to Los 

Angeles. But I don't think he was able to get a good job, so he reentered the Army in ‘56 and he 

was assigned to Fort Ord, California.  So from ‘56 until ‘59, for three years, he was assigned at 

Fort Ord.  And we lived in Seaside Monterey and then on base at the North Bay View Park, 

which is a military U.S. Army housing complex that was next to Fort Ord.  And so this 

photograph here is from my fourth grade, which was to Joseph W. Stilwell Elementary School, 

fourth year of elementary school.  And Mr. [Doehr, 9:20] was the principal and Miss 

[Simonette] was my teacher.  And so ‘56 to ‘59, we were in Fort Ord.  In ‘59, my father was 

assigned to the Presidio in San Francisco, so we moved to San Francisco.  And we lived in San 

Francisco for about a year and a half.  And then he was assigned to go to South Korea in a 



  

 
| 4 

Marlene J. Mayo Oral Histories | University of Maryland Libraries 

military intelligence job, where he couldn't take his family.  So my mother and I went to Tokyo 

and lived for two years in Tokyo, Minami-Senzoku, and I went to Washington Heights for sixth 

grade and seventh grade.  And then after that, I think, so I was there from ‘60 to ‘62.  They 

decided at that point to close Washington Heights, to tear down for the Olympics for 1964.  So 

from ‘60 to ‘62, I was in Washington Heights attending sixth grade and seventh grade.  And 

then my father got reassigned from South Korea to Camp Zama in Kanagawa Prefecture.  So 

from ‘62 to ‘65, my 8th, 9th, and 10th grades, I was in Camp Zama Army Dependent Schools. 

Q:   That's all really fascinating in a great contact with Japan at that time. I was wondering, do 

you have any memories of your earliest elementary schooling in Japan itself at the Army 

Dependents School?  Anything about the teachers or your classmates? Did they represent 

a wide swath of Americana that is the city and races and so on? 

GF:  I don't remember that clearly about my kindergarten and first grade, except through the 

albums, the school albums.  But I do very clearly remember sixth grade and seventh grade in 

Washington Heights.  And I had Odessa [E. Bostick, 11:35] as my teacher in sixth grade, who 

was from Tulsa, Oklahoma.  And it was a pretty heavily tracked.  There were, I think, like six 

classes of sixth graders and in my class I think actually, depending on the row, I think based on 

some achievement tests or grades, it was pretty clearly tracked as to how well you were 

achieving. But in terms of racial diversity, actually, there was considerable racial diversity.  I 

think there were certainly African-American students and there were quite a few Japanese-

American students, many who were in somewhat similar positions as I was.  These were people 

whose fathers were Japanese-Americans in the U.S. military and mothers were Japanese 

nationals.  And so many of these students could speak Japanese, because they spoke Japanese 



  

 
| 5 

Marlene J. Mayo Oral Histories | University of Maryland Libraries 

at home with their mothers.  But they couldn't read or write Japanese, because they hadn't 

studied Japanese in school.  And you know, generally speaking, I think that although while I was 

in sixth and seventh grade at Washington Heights, eighth ninth, tenth grades at Camp Zama, I 

was a bit worried that the dependents schools might not be as high-quality as the schools back 

in the U.S.  But after I returned to Los Angeles for eleventh and twelfth grade at a public school 

in Los Angeles, which I'd say it's you know it's not a really high level of school, but it's a 

reasonably high level public school.  But I found that in math and science, in particular, and 

even in English, the military dependents schools, the quality of the instruction, the teachers, 

and the textbooks were slightly better than what I found in the public schools in Los Angeles.  

Q:  I wonder also if you can recall much in the earlier period, and then a bit later when you 

moved to Washington Heights, the living conditions.  What kind of housing your parents were 

in and what kinds of other recreational activities or entertainment would have been available 

to you and to the children in the camp itself. 

GF:   Well, so you know there's two parts to this, well I guess three parts. One part is that the 

very early, what I remember about the early 50s was being in Camp Sendai, living on this U.S. 

military housing complex where the houses were basically American houses.  We had a 

Japanese maid and went to the PX and commissary and went to the theaters.  In fact, I think I 

remember seeing Dumbo and maybe it was Shane or some movies back from the ‘50s I 

remember seeing for the first time there in Camp Sendai.  But the disparity between on base 

and off base was extremely clear at that time in the early ‘50s.  And I remember because my 

mother had a younger sister who had moved to Tokyo from Akita with her and they were quite 

close.  And I had two cousins.  Every few months, we would take the steam locomotive from 
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Sendai to Tokyo.  And I remember being on the steam locomotive with the smoke coming out.  

And in Tokyo, my aunt lived in Koen-ji and I remember going with my cousin, who’s my same 

age, a girl, and we would go to see like Kamishibai.  And also I think I would I think at that time I 

kind of gained a reputation as being kind of a bully.  I think it was, I got in some fights with the 

kids and things.  So, I had some interaction with the local community, because of my mother 

being Japanese, but I think most of my cohort on the bases, their lives were completely on base 

and completely separate.  They had nothing to do with the outside world.  Because of my 

mother being Japanese and my father being able to speak Japanese, we actually, in Sendai 

there was a department store --  I think it's still there -- called Fujisaki Department Store, which 

is like the most famous department store there.  I remember as about a five-year-old going to 

Fujisaki Department Store and seeing for the first time black-and-white television.  Also, there 

was a soba-ya called [Sandake], which is still there in Sendai, I was there a couple years ago, 

where we used to have noodles -- udon and soba.  And then there was a Dr. Suzuki, who I think 

my father usually took me to the on-base medical dispensary or hospital, but once in a while, 

my mother would take me to this Dr. Suzuki, a Japanese doctor, to get some shots when I 

caught cold.  So I did have some interaction with the outside community.  So that was in the 

mid ‘50s.  And then when I was in Washington Heights, when I was in Washington Heights, I 

wasn't living on base because my father was in South Korea, so he didn't have the right to have 

his family live on base.  And so we lived in Minami-Senzoku.  But I every morning took the U.S. 

Army bus, which was about a 10-minute walk from where we lived, maybe a five-minute walk 

from where we lived, and we’d get on the bus and along with other students attend the school 

in Washington Heights.  But in Washington Heights, I do recall I used to go to the PX often. I 
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used to go to the theater and I saw Psycho there and I saw Spartacus and the Great Escape and 

some other the early ‘60s movies on base there. And I remember going to the barber shop 

there and the commissary.  But even there, in the early 60s, I still remember there was some 

kind of black market activity.  For instance, I know that, you know, Johnny Walker Black Label 

whiskey was still considered to be a pretty rare item in Japan.  And so I knew of, my parents 

knew of friends who would go to the Sanno Hotel PX or other places and buy these bottles of 

whiskey at relatively cheap prices and then sell them on the black market.   

Q:  So that was certainly a carryover from wartime and Occupation. I wondered when you were 

very young and as you continued to grow up in Japan, were you at the time very much aware of 

your father's counterintelligence or intelligence operations, what they consisted of or this was 

to be kept from the family?  And then I had a follow-up question about your mother and her 

activities and her life on the base and did she find it enjoyable or was it discriminatory? 

GF:   I think my father was in military intelligence until probably the mid-60s and then he 

switched to finance.  Part of the reason, I think, is that the major centers for U.S. Army for 

military intelligence -- at least Japan-related military intelligence in the U.S. -- were Fort Hood, 

Texas and Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  And my parents had friends who either the husband was 

Japanese-American or Caucasian-American, but they were in the Army and their wives were 

Japanese and when they were assigned at Fort Worth, Texas or Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 

there were a lot of stories about how the Japanese wives were discriminated against and 

treated as aliens being in North Carolina, being in Texas in the ‘50s and ‘60s.   So, my mother 

really didn't want to go to these places.  And so my father tried to the best of his ability to get 

assignments that were not in places like Fort Hood or Fort Bragg.  And so, actually, he ended 
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up, I think, his entire career working, after getting married, either in Japan or South Korea or in 

California.  I remember the last time when he was negotiating his assignment in 1965, when we 

were leaving Camp Zama.  And by that time, I think he had already switched to finance. But in 

‘65 his original assignment after a return to the U.S. would have been Fort Knox, Kentucky.  But 

then he negotiated that to get to Fort Douglas, Utah and then it negotiated that to get the Fort 

MacArthur, Los Angeles, but on the condition that he retire after I think two or three years.  So 

in 1965, when we were leaving Japan, Camp Zama, we actually took a ship that time -- first time 

for me to experience a two-week trip by ship.  But I think after we arrived in San Francisco, he 

finally was notified that he could move to his next assignment at Fort MacArthur, Los Angeles.  

And that's how I ended up at Gardena High School, as opposed to Fort Douglas, Utah.  But my 

father never talked about his work, so I didn't know anything at all about the work that he did.  

I read a few things afterwards and heard from some people who either worked with him in 

Okinawa or Philippines or worked in a similar capacity.  So I think I have some notion of what he 

was doing, but he never talked about it.  As far as my mother is concerned, you know my 

mother.  Well, my father, because he was in high school when the war broke out, he never 

finished high school. And he actually got his high school diploma, I think, about a year or two 

before I got my high school diploma.  And so he never attended college.  My mother also never 

attended college.  And so she was, I guess, you know you call a typical housewife.  I mean she 

enjoyed cooking and sewing and taking care of the house.  And she took care of everything 

inside the house.  My father took care of everything outside the house.  And so there was a 

clear division of labor.  And so I, you know, my sense was she had her friends, many of whom 

were in a similar situation, where they were Japanese women married to American servicemen, 
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some Caucasion, some Japanese-American.  But I think, you know, she... in part because my 

father was so diligent in not exposing her to kind of the hinterlands to the U.S., her experience 

was basically Camp Sendai, Los Angeles, Fort Ord, [Cedar Sanchisco, 23:48], Minami-Senzoku, 

then Camp Zama and then Los Angeles.  So every place she went she was able to have Japanese 

food and so she actually, in that sense, was very lucky. 

Q:   Did she have much identity as a war bride or was that kind of foisted on her, particularly 

when you got back to the United States?  It is a period that's being studied rather intensively 

right now, from around 1947, ‘48, down into the ‘60s. 

GF:   Right, yeah.  I know there's a film -- Kathryn Tolbert and Lucy Craft and, I think, one other 

person. 

Q:   That's what I had in mind.  

GF:  Yeah, yeah, right.  So, you know, I don't...I think partly because my father was very 

protective of my mother and in some ways I think he kind of spoiled her.  And so she actually, 

she never really was required to become fluent in English.  And because she always could rely 

on my father to do everything outside the home.  So I think that all the places where she lived, I 

don't think there was you know kind of overt discrimination because she was a war bride.  So, I 

never thought that she,you know, suffered from that.  I think in many ways she kind of 

benefited from the fact that, you know, she was married to an American serviceman. I mean, 

he wasn't an officer, but the kind of the, you know, the comforts and luxury of being able to live 

in a place like Sagamihara housing complex, which was a completely American housing.  At that 

time, I don't think we had a maid then, but certainly at Camp Sendai we had a maid.  And so 
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kind of daily life I think for my mother was probably a lot easier than for many other Japanese 

woman at that same time.   

Q:  Did she ever talk about her schooling?  I know that she didn't finish, but it was a problem for 

many young women or girls in Japan, that they didn't proceed much into middle school or 

higher education.  And so I just wondered if she ever talked about what it was like to be going 

to school, maybe still in the 1930s.  She was out by the time the war began? 

GF:   My mother was never, never very interested in education itself.  I mean I think my parents 

always encouraged me to study, get good grades.  And they always told me that as Japanese-

American I would face discrimination in the United States and, therefore, I had to be better in 

order to succeed.  But I think their view of education was very kind of pragmatic and practical 

and you know you go to school to get a good job.  That's kind of their thinking.  In fact, I 

remember when I was in high school in Los Angeles, one summer I was lying around reading 

some novels and my mother scolded me because she felt, you know, lying around reading 

novels was not very productive.  I mean, so my parents were always focused on education in 

the sense of getting good grades and excelling and being able to go to good schools, get a good 

job, but they never really...  In fact, anyways, I always thought that they were kind of anti-

intellectual.  And they, my mother in particular, didn't like to engage in much discussion or 

debate about issues from a kind of a logical point of view.  And yeah, I often thought, felt that 

especially my mother was it was very kind of illogical in many ways.  I remember one time, for 

instance, when I was a senior in high school in Los Angeles, I went on a double date.  So I asked 

a girl in my class and a friend of mine, a guy, and he asked his girlfriend, so the four of us went 

out to see a play and have dinner.  And when the play was finished and I was driving, we were 
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stopped at a stoplight and a car rammed into us from behind.  And it was this kid who, it turned 

out he had a very wealthy aunt, or somebody, so she paid, you know, the insurance and 

everything.  So it wasn't a problem, but my parents basically blamed me. They said, “You 

shouldn't have been there at that time.”  So I mean I recall having many conversations like that 

with my parents.  And so I would say that after about maybe my junior year of high school, I 

probably stopped talking with my parents on a kind of serious level, because I felt I really wasn't 

able to communicate very much with them.  I think partly it’s education, but partly its cultural.  

And I think, you know, my mother always would criticize me for being rikutsuppoi, to the point, 

you know, having too many excuses or...So I felt, you know,  as I said, partly it's education and 

partly it's cultural, I think.  But I never really felt I could engage with my parents on any kind of 

an intellectual level. 

Q:   Did your father or your family ever talk much about the internment experience or express 

any criticism of what the American government did in that period? 

GF:   So, my father never talked about it.  But when I was in high school, at that time it wasn't 

yet in the American history textbooks, but there were some books that had come out about the 

internment.  And so I remember asking my father about it and he would answer some 

questions like how much he was paid while he was working in the camp.  But he never really 

talked on his own voluntarily about any of this.  You kind of had to pry out from him some 

information.  I remember one time when I was, I guess I was a high school senior, there's a local 

newspaper called the Gardena Valley News and there was a woman whose name I'm trying to 

remember, a Caucasian woman who was famous for arguing that the internment of Japanese-

Americans was justified because they were the enemy aliens.  And so this article appeared and 
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I, based on my education and my... I mean I had some very good teachers and I remember in 

junior high school and senior high school, I had Virginia Buchanan, one of the best teachers I've 

had.  She encouraged her students to read the New York Review of Books and was really a very 

good teacher. But anyway, so, you know, based on all the education I got and I thought, well 

this you know, this article deserves a response.  So I wrote a rebuttal to the article and I was 

going to send it out and I showed my father and my father told me I shouldn’t send it out.  And 

his 

argument was, he said,  “You know, I don't want my home to be firebombed.  I don't want rocks 

to be thrown in the window.”  So, you know, I backed down.  So, I mean, you know, I never 

really felt that I could engage in serious discussions about these issues, because they were 

coming from, well, a completely different place.   

Q:  Well, this is along the same lines --  in your schooling, as you progressed, was there very 

much about Japan or East Asia history, culture?  Did war memories predominate, in so far as 

Japan was thought about, or were you spared that of environment?  

GF:  Well, you know in California I do remember in, I think, like second or third grade I was 

called Jap by some classmates, but you know I didn't feel...  

Q:  But that was not in Japan?  

GF:  No , that was in the United States. In Japan, I was always in U.S. military base dependent 

schools and so I was in a somewhat unusual environment.  And actually, when I was at Camp 

Zama, I had a very good teacher, a guy named John Donovan, who was very interested -- he 

was a history teacher -- but he was interested in Asian history.  Later, he went on to get a 

Master’s from Stanford.  But he... in 10th grade, at the Zama American High School, he taught a 
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course on Japanese history in which the two textbooks he used were Reischauer’s Japan: Past 

and Present and the other one was East Asia: the Great Tradition.  That college textbook, you 

know, he used in tenth grade.  And I learned a lot of words, “interregnum” is a word I learned 

from that textbook.  It was a very, you know, high-quality book written by Reischauer and 

Fairbank and Craig, I guess.  But so I remember writing a term paper about Sumo and the 

history of Sumo for that class.  But, yeah, I would say that because of the environment I was in, 

which is mainly California and Japan and on U.S. military bases, I don't really have strong 

memories of the wartime experience or memories.  

Q:  People didn't bring them up to you?  It sounds like your mother was spared that, too. 

GF:  Yeah, no, my mother, yeah, my mother never actually talked much about the war and 

yeah. So, yeah.  So I guess, yeah, I mean the only memories I have is like watching television 

and in the nineteen, you know, late fifties, there were -- what was that called? Victory at Sea 

and there was some other kind of documentary films about the Pacific War.  I remember one 

time when I was in elementary school, it must have been like I was maybe six or seven years 

old, I said, “So, Mommy, Daddy, which are the good guys and which are the bad guys?” and I 

remember my mother saying,  “Well, probably it's the Americans who are the good guys.”   

Q:  You hadn’t come across John Wayne yet?   

GF:  No.   

Q:  Just to go back to this very, very early environment as a child or maybe as you got a little 

older into your early teens, were you aware of the Allied Occupation of Japan?  That the United 

States had come in and was involved in some would say imposing, some would say guiding, 

military, economic, social, labor reforms or is that something for much later in your experience? 
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GF:   So probably the first real consciousness I had of that was in reading the Reischauer Japan, 

Past the Present.  And so that would have been in 1964-65, in my 10th grade class at Camp 

Zama High School.  Before that, I don't recall having much knowledge or consciousness about 

the Occupation.  However, when I was in college at Stanford, I read the John Dower article in 

America's Asia about the occupied lake, I think it was the part of the title of his book.  And so 

I've had a lifelong fascination with the Occupation.  And at one point, I was thinking about 

writing a history, doctoral dissertation on the Occupation period. But because it was such an 

interesting period of seven years and there was so much going on.  And so I remember having 

some discussion with John Dower while he was writing his book, and he actually mentions me 

in the acknowledgments, because I gave him some books, I think a couple like a Mainichi 

Shimbun or Kyodo Tsushin book with photographs of the Occupation period, some of which he 

used in his book.  But so that Occupation period is something that I have a fascination with.  In 

fact, one aspect of the Occupation, which I don't think anybody has written about, has to do 

with the role of Japanese-Americans in the Occupation period.  And it is such a multi-faceted, 

you know, some probably I'm sure very positive and very negative roles that Japanese-

Americans played in that period, and my father being one of them.  But that whole story is 

something that no one's ever written about and I've asked John Dower about it a couple of 

times.  He's never responded.  But I think there's a real story there. But I don't know that 

anyone has looked into it that much.  And, you know, most of the people now have died, so it's 

going to be difficult to get, you know, personal interviews.  But I'm sure there are lots of 

documents from that period and the role they played in censorship, you know, as well as 
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other things.  I mean...so, I am, to answer your question, very interested in the Occupation 

period, but more kind of as an amateur observer and not, you know, professional.   

Q:  You touched on this before.  It seems to me that you did have some curiosity about getting 

off the base and meeting some Japanese, perhaps your own age, or you mentioned Kamishibai. 

So did you feel motivated to explore Japan, get out of the base? 

GF:  I guess not that much, you know.  In those days, [      , 39:13] Camp, Sendai, and 

Washington Heights, and even at Camp Zama, in the schools, the foreign languages, I still 

remember in Camp Zama, foreign languages taught were French, Spanish, and German and 

Latin.  Japanese was not taught in the military bases.  And except for the fact that I had a cousin 

who, and later another cousin, so two cousins in Tokyo and so with my cousins I would often 

exchange information.  And, for instance, when I was a sixth or seventh grade, I was impressed 

that my cousin started studying Algebra in fifth grade, as opposed to, I think, seventh grade in 

the American schools. But I can't say that I actually, you know, cultivated friends or really 

actively explored, you know, contacts outside the base. 

Q:   What was your... just to make a link between your early and later education and then I 

assumed you were at Stanford as an undergraduate and then went on to Harvard for M.A. and 

Ph.D. I wondered if your first return to Japan, after all of this experience -- what was the 

motivation or the context or desire to return to Japan? 

GF:   So in ‘65, when I finished my 10th grade at Camp Zama, my father got assigned to Fort 

MacArthur, Los Angeles.  I went to choose a public high school in Los Angeles.  At that time, I 

never thought of Japan as a subject of professional study or anything.  I just thought it was kind 

of part of my background.  And I think partly based on my parents desires, but I also had 
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focused a lot on science and math, and so I thought I'd like to go to medical school to become a 

doctor.  But, that was certainly true until 10th grade.  But then in eleventh and twelfth grade, I 

think my, kind of, horizons opened up for two reasons.  One was I had these teachers at 

Gardena High School, this Virginia Buchanan, in particular, who really, as I say, encouraged her 

students to read the New York Review books and study existentialism and think about the 

world.  And so I think that kind of -- and I had another teacher, Richard Cody -- who gave me 

Richard Hofstadter’s The American Political Tradition and other books that kind of made me 

think about things.  And also... so that was that whole set of the teachers encouraging kind of 

liberal arts education.  But the other was the Vietnam War.  So I think that those two events, 

plus you know, I guess related to the Vietnam War, but the whole culture of music and the 

counterculture, the Summer of Love of ‘67, that, those things I think all made me much more, I 

guess, challenging of the status quo.  And I still remember that after I went to college, I happen 

to see a recommendation letter that Richard Cody had written for me from Gardena High 

School.  And in the recommendation letter, he said, “Glen Fukushima is very smart and he has 

potential, but he has a tendency to be somewhat narrow-minded and stubborn.  Perhaps 

because his father was with the U.S. Army.” or something like that.  And it is true. My father 

was very conservative and very narrow-minded and bigoted and prejudiced, and as was my 

mother.   And so that's another element of the fact that, I guess, I never really, after reaching a 

certain age, I never really was able to engage with my parents in serious discussion.  But to get 

back to your question, I think that deciding that becoming a doctor and the stuff was not 

necessarily the path for me.  Also the war in Vietnam, and the counterculture, questioning 

authority, questioning the status quo, I think all those things led me to want to do something 
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different.  And that's the reason, one of the reasons, that when I was applying to college -- 

because my parents had never gone to college and they knew nothing any Ivy League schools 

and I had never thought of going to an Ivy League school.  From my parents point of view, 

Stanford was the best school, because it was, you know, one of the leading universities on the 

West Coast.  And so they wanted me to apply to Stanford, which I did.  But then I also applied 

to Reed College and to New College in Sarasota, Florida, which at that time was this 

experimental three-year 11-month per year college based on Oxford.  And they sent out these 

brochures to students who had gotten higher than I think 70 on the PSATs.  And so they offered 

me a scholarship, and I seriously thought of going there.  And I got in to Reed. I was seriously 

thinking about that.  But the place I actually ended up going, and I turned down Stanford to go 

there, is a Deep Springs College.  Deep Springs College.  Have you heard of Deep Springs?  It's a 

school began in 1917 by a person named Lucien Nunn.  It's 20 students and 5 professors in the 

middle of a desert valley and ten students per class.  And it's a two-year private junior college, 

and all the students who go there have pretty much turned down Ivy League schools to go 

there.  When I went there in ‘67, I was the only student from California.  Everyone else was 

from other parts of the country.  At that time, they had the second highest SAT average in the 

country, next to Caltech. They had some really brilliant students there.  So after two years, 

students would transfer, many to Ivy League schools.  And so I transferred to Stanford from 

Deep Springs.  But I think going to Deep Springs for me was part of an expression of wanting to 

do something different.  I had a hard time persuading my parents.  And the only way I could 

persuade my parents was say, number one, that students who go to Deep Springs have full 

scholarships, so it's not a financial burden on you, my parents.  And number two, I told them 
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that after going there I could transfer and get a degree from a place like Stanford, so they finally 

agreed.  But to get back to your original question, so having experienced Deep Springs and then 

when I went to Stanford, I got involved in anti-war in Vietnam activities, as well as what was 

then kind of a budding Asian-American student movement.  And so through those two sets of 

activities, I guess it was through that I actually got connected with the Keio-Stanford exchange 

program.  So this Keio-Stanford exchange program began in the 1960s.  There were two 

programs:  one was one student per year would go from Stanford to Keio and from Keio to 

Stanford and then there was another short-term program for 12 students from Stanford would 

go to Keio for the summer, kind of a homestay experience, and then 12 students from Keio 

would come to Stanford in the spring, their spring holidays.  So I got involved with them and I 

went in the summer of 1969 to Japan with 11 other Stanford students for two months.  And I 

guess for me that was probably the turning point, in the sense that for the first time I thought, 

well maybe, actually Japan could be a subject of work or study or something.  It wasn't just 

merely, kind of you know, one element of my upbringing.  And I was very fortunate to have a 

host family, the Hanadas, who had three sons, all of them Keio graduates, well one had 

graduated from Keio and was working at [kitajidosen, 48:41] at Enoshima.  The other two were 

students at Keio at the time. So, I still keep in touch with the youngest one.  The oldest one has 

died of illness.  So I had a very positive two-month experience there. And that was the first time 

I went to Japan on my own volition.  But I made a number of friends at Keio, some of whom I 

still keep in touch with. So 1969, that, I think, was what led me seriously to consider Japan.  

Until then, I thought I would probably graduate from Stanford, go to law school, be a lawyer.  

That was kind of what I was thinking about at the time, especially influenced by people like 
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Ralph Nader.  And then in 1970, I was recruited, in a sense, by a woman named Margie Haas, 

who had been at the 1969 Japan-America Student Conference.  She and I lived in the same 

dormitory at Stanford, and she told me about her experience attending the JASC in 1969 and 

encouraged me to apply for the 1970 JASC,  which I did.  And it was held at Stanford, and so I 

attended the JASC in 1970.  And that's where I met the woman that I two years later got 

married to, who’s still my wife.  And so those were two things.  And then the third thing was 

that as a consequence of the ‘69 Keio summer stay and the 1970 Japan-America Student 

Conference, I applied for and was accepted for the one-year program to go from Stanford to 

Keio, which I did in 1971-72.  And while I was at Keio, I was mainly studying Japanese, but I 

could understand a lot of what was going on.  I couldn't talk, I couldn't make presentations in 

Japanese, but I could read some and I could understand.  So I took, audited two courses at Keio, 

and one of the courses I audited was Gerry Curtis, who was a visiting professor at Keio. He just 

gotten his Ph.D. from Columbia and he was just coming out with his book, Election 

Campaigning Japanese Style.  And he and Kamia Fuji taught a course on Nichibei Kankeido.  And 

so I audited that course, and Gerry was the one who said to me, “You know, there aren't that 

many Americans studying U.S.-Japan relations.  Why don't you consider going to graduate 

school?”  And so it was, I think, that period from about ‘69 to ‘71 that led me to think that 

Japan really was a subject that I could engage in professionally, not just, you know, personally.   

Q:  So this then marks a shift in your life to undergraduate, and then from undergraduate Japan 

and a Japan-America Student Conference and I would like to explore that part of your life a 

little bit more, if we may.  But could we take a small break,perhaps? 

GF:  Yep. Would you like some more tea? 
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Q:  So I want to shift to the second part of the interview, but I’m really grateful for all of the 

things that you talked about in the first part.  We're shifting now to the Japan-America Student 

Conference and I want to stress that primarily the students who go are undergraduates.  And I 

had made a wrong assumption about where you were at the time, so let us go back to when 

and how you learned about the Japan-America Student Conference. Where you were...  

GF:  Sure.  So I was an undergraduate at Stanford.  And in 1970, I was living in Toyon Hall, a 

dormitory, and in the same Toyon Hall was a woman named Margie Haas.  And Margie was an 

undergraduate at Stanford, who later went to Harvard to get her Master's Degree.  But she had 

attended the 21st Japan-America Student Conference in Tokyo in 1969 and told me that it had 

been a very good experience and she encouraged me to go, to attend the 1970, the 22nd 

annual conference, which was going to be held at Stanford.  And actually, she and I kind of 

switched in a sense that in the summer of ‘69, I went to Japan on the Keio-Stanford program, 

she went to Japan on the JASC program. And in the summer of ‘70, I attended JASC at Stanford, 

and she went to Japan on the Keio-Stanford program.  But anyway, so she was the one who 

encouraged me.  And so in those days, the Japan-America Student Conference was just a one-

week conference.  Now it's like three to four weeks.  But the Japanese students, my wife told 

me, went from Japan to Vancouver, had a host family stay, then went to Seattle, Portland,   and 

I think Yosemite and then they came to Stanford, spent one week there having a conference.  

And after that, they went to Los Angeles and then Honolulu and returned to Japan. So the 

Japanese spent about a month in the United States, but the conference itself was only one 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pl5gwUqp49Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pl5gwUqp49Q
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week.  So I attended that conference in August of 1970, and there are several students both 

Americans and Japanese from that conference that I still keep in touch with.  But the person 

who I married two years later, my wife, I met at that conference.  And the following year, when 

I went on the Keio-Stanford exchange program, my wife and others who had attended the 1970 

conference, the Japanese students in Japan, who were the executive committee preparing for 

the 1971 conference, they asked me to join and help them.  So that's how I got involved with 

the Japanese students preparing for the 1971 conference.  And I was on the executive 

committee, and it was my role to introduce speakers when they came.  I remember people like 

Kunihiro Masao and Muto Ichiyo, who was active in Beiheiren.  Those were some of the 

speakers that I remember introducing to the students in the 23rd annual conference in 1971. 

And then after that, I was asked to be on the advisory board of the U.S. side.  And then I'm 

currently on the Board of Directors of the U.S. Japan-America Student Conference.  And in 

Tokyo, I’m in touch and often go to meetings in Tokyo the Japan alumni association, as well. 

Q:   Do you recall what issues were discussed by American and Japanese students back in 1970 

and 71? 

GF:  Sure.  In fact, in 1970 I think there were four tables.  One was political, another was 

economic, other, I think, was culture and education.  I think those are the four.  I was on the 

political table and what I remember is that the Japanese students were so studious and so 

diligent and the selection criteria for the Japanese students was so much stricter than for the 

Americans.  I think probably it was like, you know, one out of  ten or so applicants on the 

Japanese side were accepted.  They had to go through a written examination, English interview, 

and then after they were accepted, apparently, there was a kind of a study group that they 
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were required to attend.  And so by the time the Japanese students came to Stanford, they 

already pretty much had a position on everything.  And it was like, “We Japanese believe…” And 

actually, on the political table the Japanese delegation had memorized word-for-word Article 9 

of the Japanese Constitution in English. Whereas on the American side, more than half of the 

Americans on the political table didn't even realize that Japan had an Article 9.  So there was a 

huge disparity in terms of knowledge.  And because the American students -- and especially this 

was like 1970 at the height of the counter cultural time -- I remember that there were three 

students from Yale who attended the student conference that summer and they had hitchhiked 

across the country to come to attend the conference.  The American students had not met even 

once before attending the conference, so they all attended as individuals and they just spoke as 

individuals and they just, you know, spoke their mind.  The Japanese side had prepared for 

months and months and months, so it was very interesting, very funny because that was 1970.  

1985, 15 years later, when I joined U.S.G.R. and was involved in U.S.-Japan trade negotiations, I 

saw something quite similar, for the Japanese side had prepared and prepared prepared.  And 

they had their positions very clear.  And the American side very often were people who were 

from different agencies who didn't know each other and they just kind of talked without 

coordinating among themselves.  But I must say that the last night of the Japan-America 

Student Conference in 1970, each of the tables, the four tables, the chairmen, the American 

chairman and the Japanese chairman, were responsible for coming up with a joint statement.  

And I remember that I was up until about four o'clock in the morning negotiating with my 

Japanese counterpart on the political table the final wording.  And that actually was quite a 

good experience for 15 years later when I joined U.S.G.R. and was involved in trying to come up 
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with the final joint statement on the MOSS talks, the Market-oriented Sector Selective talks, 

that we were negotiating.  But the student conference I felt, you know, was something that I 

learned from, I benefited from.  And I still, you know, continue to see friends that I made during 

that time. 

Q:   Did you feel that the American students really benefited from JASC, that they caught up a 

little bit, that they really became much more deeply interested in Japan, and that carried on 

after?  

GF:  I think there were some students who attended who already had substantial background in 

Japan.  I remember David Sitkin, for instance, a student from Stanford, later went on to get his 

Ph.D. in Japanese literature at Harvard.  And then there was Michael Benefiel, another Stanford 

student, who later went to Waseda and joined the State Department and Commerce 

Department and had about a 30-year career in the U.S. Government, a lot of it devoted to 

Japan.  And so they've, you know, I think there were a number of Americans who later went on 

and continued with their Japan-related work.  And then there were some Japanese I met -- 

there was one woman,  Masako Notori, who, gosh I guess was not originally a member from 

Japan --  but she kind of joined up with the group.  She’d been an AFS student in Seattle when 

she was in high school.  And she was a student at Tokyo University at the time she attended the 

student conference.  But she later went on to get a Master's and I don’t know if she finished her 

Ph.D. or not from UCLA in anthropology, but she became a professor at Tokyo University in 

American Studies and recently retired.  Oh, there was a woman named Chikaraishi, who I think 

later got married, her named changed to Sugawara, but anyway, she ended up she was a 

student at Stony Brook, attended the conference, and then after we trained in Japan, she 
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worked at the Fulbright office in Tokyo for many years, helping Japanese students apply to get 

into American universities.  So yeah, I think there are number of people who, and especially on 

the Japanese side I think, because it was so selective, there are some reasonably prominent 

Japanese business leaders who are alumni of JASC. 

Q:   Was it expensive in those days to join JASC?  Were there scholarships available? 

GF:   I don't know that there were scholarships available?  The summer that 

I participated, because it was in the United States, you know, I didn't feel much of a burden. I 

actually, I had a job in Los Angeles at a department store to earn some money during the 

summer.  But I remember cutting short my job at the department store so that I could attend 

the conference for one week.  And, I guess, my impression was that the Japanese students, 

basically their parents, you know, footed the bill for them to go on the charter flight to the U.S. 

and spend a month in the United States.  But I don't, yeah, I think, I mean the parents had to 

have a  certain level of financial ability to send their children on the program, but I don't think it 

was an extremely expensive program.   

Q:  You've touched on this, but was there much diversity among the American students?  Was it 

too early for African Americans perhaps to be on it?  The Yale students who became part of 

JASC and who came across the country, were they Caucasian?   

GF: Yes. 

Q:  Mostly Caucasian on the  American side? 

GF:  Yeah, I would say…  Let me think about this. I don't know that there were any African 

Americans.  There was a Chinese-American woman from University of California-Santa Barbara 

who was there.  And, let’s see, there maybe was...were there any other Japanese-Americans 
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other than myself,  I don't think so.  So I think basically, other than the Chinese-American 

woman from UC-Santa Barbara, I think almost all the other people I can recall were Caucasians.  

At that time, practically all the American delegates for U.S. citizens and all the Japanese 

delegates were Japanese nationals.  In the last 15 to 20 years, things have really changed and 

there's much more diversity, certainly among the American side.  And even at the Japanese 

side, there are some students who are studying in Japan from outside of Japan, like from China 

or South Korea or other countries, and they apply and participate in the student conference, so 

they don't necessarily have Japanese nationality.  So there's, you know, much more diversity.  

And one of the problems that's been cited by the Japanese side is that some of the Japanese 

alumni organization, I think, particularly feel that there are too many Asian Americans, 

including especially Chinese-Americans.  But also there are Japanese who grew up in the United 

States because their parents were in the United States on business and then they end up, 

although they’re Japanese nationals because they're mainly educated in the United States, they 

end up applying for and be accepted to join the U.S. delegation.  And so... and then some of 

these people actually have dual nationality.  I mean they're not supposed to, but after the age 

of I think 22, they're supposed to decide.  But, in fact, they keep both their Japanese and 

American passports, so they can qualify to be either a delegate from Japan or a delegate from 

the United States.  But if they're a delegate from the U.S., and I think it's probably easier to 

become a delegate from the U.S. because competition is less.  So that means that, from the 

Japanese point of view, their complaint is that we don't want this to be a Japan-Japan student 

conference, where our counterparts on the U.S. delegation are all Japanese.  So that's kind of a 
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complication that I think over the last 10 to 15 years has developed, but as a result of 

globalization. 

Q:   Well, you've also touched on this, but perhaps you want to elaborate a bit -- What was 

most memorable about your JASC experience and, as you look back, it's overall significance in 

your life, your career? 

GF:  Well, you know, I think JASC was among those three activities I mentioned, the Keio-

Stanford exchange program the summer of ‘69, and JASC in the summer of ‘70, and then ‘71-

’72, one year at Keio University, so those three experiences when I was in college I think helped 

to shape my future engagement with Japan.  With regard to JASC, in particular, I think the fact 

that I met the woman that I married two years later, that is quite significant.  And one of the 

things I think that I learned from that is how little I knew about Japan.  And the specific example 

I have is that when I first met Sakie, you know, we were talking about our plans for after 

college.  And I said, so what do you plan to do after college?  She said, well, you know, I'm not 

sure, but I might want to become an airline stewardess. So 1970 at Stanford, I had no cohort, 

you know women, at Stanford who wanted to become airline stewardesses.  Because in the 

United States, airline stewardesses were not, you know, considered to be a very good 

professional job.  So when I heard that from my wife, or from the person who later became my 

wife, I thought, well you know, maybe she doesn't have much by way of professional ambition. 

But then afterwards, after we got married, and then it was clear I was going to go to graduate 

school in the United States, and you know we knew that as a Japanese national who'd only 

spent one month in the United States, she was going to have a huge handicap in getting a job.  

We thought, well, what is her competitive advantage?  And we, just around that time, we got 



  

 
| 27 

Marlene J. Mayo Oral Histories | University of Maryland Libraries 

married in ‘72, but in ‘72, ‘73, Nihongo Kyojuho, the teaching of Japanese as a foreign language, 

was starting to gain in popularity.  And so my wife enrolled at the ICU, International Christian 

University, in a program on teaching Japanese as a foreign language.  And there's a woman 

named Koide  Fumiko, who was kind of an authority in the field in linguistics 

and teaching methods, who taught that.  So my wife took that one-year course and got a 

certificate.  And then the Japan Foundation for the first time had an evening six-month program 

on teaching Japanese as a foreign language.  So my wife went to ICU, took the Japan 

Foundation course, took a course at Waseda, took a course at Bunkacho, to the course 

Naganuma School. She took every course she could on teaching Japanese as a foreign language.  

And in 1974, when I went to Harvard, it just so happened that one of Koyo Fumiko’s students 

who had been teaching at Harvard decided to retire, because at the age of 40, after trying for 

10 years, she finally got pregnant.  And so she was going to retire, and so my wife got a job 

teaching Japanese at Harvard.  So she spent six years teaching Japanese at Harvard and then 

went to the education school to get her Master’s degree at Harvard, and then worked at a 

consulting firm in Boston with Bill Gibbons, I don't know if you know that name? Anyway, so he 

was a former Foreign Service Officer.  Anyway, and then my wife went to Harvard Business 

School to get her MBA, and then she worked for Bain and Company, a management consulting 

firm and then for Korn Ferry, who was the world's largest executive search firm, and became a 

partner of Korn Ferry headquarters and then became a board member of Korn Ferry 

headquarters.  And based on that, she was the first woman to be on the board of Sony, first 

woman to be on the board of Mitsubishi Shoji, first woman to be on the board of Kao, first 

woman to be on the board of Bridgestone and several other companies.  So in the last 25 years, 
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she's been on, I think, 12 Japanese corporate boards. And was Vice Chairman of Keizai Doyukai, 

an association of corporate executives.  So, I mentioned all this because my understanding of 

Japan in 1970 was so rudimentary that when she told me that she was thinking about becoming 

an airline stewardess, I thought, well you know, she doesn't have much by way of professional 

ambition.  But actually, at that time, to aspire to be an airline stewardess was actually probably 

the highest thing you could hope for for a woman. Because if you were chosen to be an airline 

stewardess at a place like Japan Airlines, you know, you had to come from a good family,  good 

education, speak English, be almost an ambassador for Japan.  And so, it really was kind of the 

kind of highest professional thing that you could aspire to, but I didn't know that.  

Q:   We've got to get her name into this, your wife’s name… 

GF:  Oh, Sakie.   Sakie Tachibana Fukushima. 

Q:  As a final question, once again you have touched on it and told us a bit more about the 

growing diversity of the American students, but what is your present understanding and 

analysis of how JASC has changed from the time that you first became part of it in 1970-71 

down to the present and that that's a long span of time and I know that there were some 

problems with JASC and that it had to be kind of reenergized in in the 1980s. I also wondered if 

JASC now does a better job of selectivity or preparing the students so that they are a match for 

the Japanese side? 

GF:  Right.  Well, you know although I am on the board of directors, I can't say that I have, you 

know, detailed knowledge of the content of the discussions.  But, you know, I guess, well one 

major difference is that, as I mentioned before, when I participated, it was only one week, now 

it's three to four weeks. And so there's a lot more opportunity for the students to get to know 
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each other and also to deal in depth with issues.  And the students I think in some ways are 

more sophisticated than when I participated.  And so I think the range of topics they deal with is 

much broader.  And I think that, more so than what I when participated, there's an attempt to 

have the students themselves shape the content of the programs and the discussions.  So I 

think that's a good thing.  I can't really assess how things compare now as opposed to when I 

participated, other than the fact that I think it is a richer program because it's longer and there 

are more topics discussed.  And also, you know, I'm sure that the level of sophistication, 

especially of the American students, is higher.  Because I'm pretty sure that, even if you 

discount the fact that some of the American participants are originally from Japan, and 

therefore know about Japan, I think even those who were born and raised in the United States, 

some of them have spent some time in Japan and so their Japanese-language ability or their 

knowledge of Japan I think is higher, certainly than when I participated, when there were rather 

few Americans who knew very much about Japan. 

Q:  Well, I am truly grateful for your reminiscences and for being so open in talking about your 

early life and now later with JASC. 


