
University of l1aryland, College Park

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

on the

ALLIED OCCUPATION OF JAPAN

Interview

Subject: Jules Bassin

Place: Washington, D.C.

Date: October 2, 1979

By: Marlene Mayo

Q: Mr. Bassin, I'd like to start out as I usually do by learning about

you, a little bit about your background, your family, where you were

born, and your early education.

JB: Yes. I was born in New York City on April 16, 1914. My parents had

emigrated from Russia earlier in the century, and I think they were

about 22 or 23 years old when I was born. I have four brothers. I

have a younger brother who is a dentist now in Peekskill and then I

have twin brothers who are 10 years younger. One is a pharmacist

and the other is a podiatrist'. One lives in Long Island and the

other is still in Brooklyn. Both my parents died.

I went to school in Brooklyn, then went on to high school, the

Thomas Jefferson High School at East New York section of Brooklyn.

And from there I went on to City College. When I got to City College

I wanted to be a doctor and I did find in the sciences--I was strong

in Math, Science and History. Those were my favorite subjects, and

when I got to the Advanced Biology class and began to dissect, the frog,
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I could identify and discuss with great knowledge all the systems of

a frog except I couldn't remember the names of the muscles except

one, the _Glute,us maximus on which he sits. No matter what I did, I

couldn't memorize those Latin names and so I failed Muscles. And the

professor said I could be anything I want but a doctor. So I then

turned to Law and History and I went into NYU LNew York University/

Law School.

Q: When you studied History, were you interested mainly in American

History? Or to some extent in other countries?

JB: Yes, in American History. I wrote the term paper on the Mormons. I

took all the basic history courses and then I began to get into the

expansion of the United States. I had no idea I would ever wind up

in the Far East. The only Far Eastern history I learned was the Far

East as it related to the American History, the Japanese Treaty of

Portsmouth and LTheodor~/ Roosevelt and the Russo-Japanese War and so on.

And the mathematics I took because I loved working with figures

and I went right through the Advanced Calculus and the Advanced Math

ematics courses. And I also--oh, yes, I must mention this. I was

also very much interested in military things, and I signed up for the

ROTC LReserve Officer Training Corp~/ at college, which was then a

very unpopular thing because at City College we had a great deal of

unrest during the Depression years. I went to City College from

1932 to 1936. This was at the height of the Depression and fortun

ately my father was able to support me. He had a good position as

an engineer in the paper company manufacturing envelopes and so on.
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But we did not have enough money to send me a.way with four boys

coming up. So my brother and I entered City College and he enlisted

in the engineering side and I took the social sciences

But in the American History courses I became interested in the

Hormons.. I became interested in the western expansion and the Civil

War, things of that kind. And apparently these things s.pilled over

to our sons and I'll tell you about them later.

Then signing up for the ROTC was done for two things, first

because I was interested in it, secondly I got a small stipend for

things and it gave me a chance to get away from the city for summer

camps and I was never quite attracted to the radica.l fringe or to

the leftist fringe. And I have often wondered why since I grew up

in that milieu. And the only explanation I can give is that some

things that happen--I've never even told this to my wife. Hy parents

owned a house that we lived in and it was a six-family house And

they had landlord-tenant problems and the tenants were the leftists.

They wouldn't pay their rent, they would organize committees and so

on, and this soured me on them.

Q: Now when you use the term "left" for the 1930~s, the time that you

were going to CCNY--

JB: This would mean the non-conformist group. I didn't mean the Communist

group. Of COurse in those days when I grew up the Socialists were

considered terrible radicals, and I could remember. I was always

interested in politics and I remember once applauding a candidate, a

freelander who was running for some local office. I don't know what
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happened to him and I would watch election results. I would go to

political meetings.. And in the neighborhood that I grew up in, the

Republicans and Democrats never showed. It was always the Socialists

and the Debs and so on. So it's not terribly important, but this

could be one explanation as to why I was oriented toward the other

side, and there weren't very many of us. in the ROTC program.

Q: Well, as long as we're on the subject of politics., how did you feel
{President Franklin D~/

in the 1930's about the kinds. of answers that Roosevelt was coming up

with for our Depression and other problems?

JB: Frankly I don't think I paid much attention. My impression now is

that they didnofbother me very much.

about the NRA /NationalRecovery Actl

remember my father talking

you had to have the Blue

Eagle and all th.ese s.ortof things.. can reading

about soup lines and people selling apples for a nickle. But that

seemed a little remote from us because we never had to worry about

things, you know', never ha.d to fear where we were going to get the

next meal. We never had to depend on fam.ilY and friends. for handouts

and s.o on.

Di.d New Deal as a term s.ignify anything or riot, that it was extreme or

th.at it was

JB: No. I can remember saying that while Roosevelt broke tradition by

running for a third term, I once made the connnent--which I thought

was very novel--that it wasn't a question really of whether he was

running for th.e third, fourth or fifth term but the fact that he was

offering himself as a choice to the people that was important as
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distinguished from the dictators that say, "Well, you take me or I

stay." And that I felt was the important thing.

You see then I graduated from lLaw school in 1938. I took my

last year at City College in 1935 in the evening. At that time I

had met my wife and was courting her. She was a schoolteacher, a

speech pathologist. So we courted for three years until I got out

of law school in the summer of 1938. Then that Christmas, that

winter, we were married. And for three years it was pretty rough.

I don't know if--you know, I wasn't too discouraged but in those

days a lawyer would clerk for $5.00 a week for a year. I don't

know if y'Ou know that express:ion "clerking." That means that

he would get practical experience in a good law firm, but if he

were an honor student and he was on ,the Law Review, then he could

command $10.00 a week. So I got $10.00 a week and that's how we

lived f,or ab.out 18 months plus our schoolteaching income.

Q: Was, there any particular kind of law you were interested in?

JB; Yes. Well, not any particular kind, just a wide--T didn't want to

get :Lnto a firm th,at had, say, 50 lawyers because then you begin to

srecialize. So 1. found a lawyer who was practicing by himself, and

then I would he intimately involved with everything he did. But

what he did was. pJ;i:m,ar:Lly admiralty and bankruptcy plus a general

practice of, s,or.ts,. And that admiralty stood in good stead b.ecause

dur.ing the occupation of Japan 1 set up an admiralty court to fore

close on Chinese, on Chiang Kai-shek's vessels. And {General Dougla~l

l1acAr,-thur raised the roof, but that's a subject of another story.
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But I mention that because that was just f,ortuitous that I knew about

admiralty courts. They don't call them lawyers in the admiralty

courts. They call them "proctors., fl why I don't know but they're

known as proctors in admiralty, probably an old English expression.

So I tried my hand at law and for three years struggled.. And

then one day the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, and I heard about it
to vist.t my in"-laws ..

on tlLat Sunday morn:;tng when I wenJ::../ And I kne1V right then my com"'"

mission was. still--no, I had received a letter s.aying that since I

hadn't done anything on my commission for five years........ ! got my

commission in 1936. And I might add also that when I got the com-

mission the colonel tn charge of the ROTC program wanted me to go on

active duty and he said he would send me to the Philippines. And
s.ounded

this was 1936 and the Philippines a great romantic place. But

I told him I was already committed for one year at law school and

I'd have to wait. And of, course he lost interes.t and so did I.

So f,ive years later I got a letter from the War Department saying

that since I hadn't done anything with my' ROTC commission, my com....

misst.on lapsed. And then Pearl Harbor takes place and I look up the

letter and 1. have no conunission. Then a few days later I get a letter

from the War Department saying to report March 5 to Camp Croft. So

I pullout the letter that says I don't have a commiss:ion and I de....

bated with myself as. to whether I s'hould tell them I don ,- t belong
wh.ether

or/to just ignore the first letter and get going. So I talked it

over wi.thmy wife and decided to let ft go because if I said, "No,"

they would probably exempt me and th.en i.t would be a matter of, time
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before I would be drafted since we didn't have any children at the

time, and I would have to start from scratch. I said, "Okay, I'll

go ahead."

Then I went to Camp Croft, which was an infantry training center

in South Carolina, and it was there that I had my first experience

with the South and this was quite an experience. I don't know if

you're from the South or not.

Q: My family is.

JB: And Spartanburg. Do you know Spartanburg, South Carolina?

Q: Yes.

JB: I was staying then at Camp Croft and I ran into Southern officers,

and the only thing that was on their minds was the Civil War. The

only thing that was on my mind about the Civil War was what I'd read

in grammar school. I just couldn't understand their obs.ession with

this thing. Well, we just let it go and I did my duty and, you know,

I immediately began to sense that favorites among the s.econd lieuten

ants and the first lieutenants were those that came from th.e South..

Those that came from the North got the back of the hand. I couldni. t

understand thi.s.

I then got orders after six or seven weeks that I was to go to

ranama. And Camp Croft was a replacement depot, you know" where the

infantry' people are going out. Now jus.t to sidetrack, as to why I

went to Panama just within a month of Pearl Harbor. \fJhen the Jap

anese attacked Pearl Harbor, we had no idea what their plans were.

And the thinking was th.at they would come, since they had destroyed
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the fleet, that they would come and take over Hawaii. And then when

they would take over Hawaii, they would invade the \:'Jest Coast. And

this accounts now for all that panic. You see, 30 years later they're

starting to say we were all wrong. But at the time we were scared

to death, that they were ready to come. So the only thing we could

do was to strengthen our Panama Canal because after Hawaii, the Canal.

If they knocked out the Canal, then we would have no way of sending

our fleet to protect the West Coast. So every available man was.

sent to the Canal.

When I got the notice, you know--this was Camp Croft--I asked

my wife to.come down and join meat Spartanburg. So she took some

leave from school and I was to find a room to stay in. So this. was

my prelude to my first experience with a Southern family. So I

went into--I still have some pictures of thes.e people.....-to a family

called Zinunerman, a German family. There's a Converse College there

and the hrother of Mrs. Zimmerman was a professor at Convers.e. So

the first thing she said to me was, uWhere do you come from?"

And I said, "New York. 1.1

Then she said, "Do you have a picture of your wife?U I was

convinced that she wanted to see if she was black. So I pulled out

a picture of my wife and that color sati.sfied her. So she said fine,

and they were very friendly toward us'. You know, they took us in and

gave us a fine room. The only thing she wanted of me was could I use

my influence to bring home a case of Coca Cola once a week. And that's

when I dis,covered that the Southerners are terrific on Coca Cola.
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And Coca Cola was hard to get in the PX's LPost Exchange~/, so I had

to say, "We drink a lot of Coke." But then as we left, they got to

like us and she said she wanted to give us something to remember us

by. So she took us down in the basement and pulled out an old trunk.

She opened it up and it was stuffed with Confederate money. And she

gave me a $10.00 bill which I have in one of my little mementoes. So

I still have that $10.00 Confederate bill and she said, "If my grand

mother had only bought things with it instead of saving it!"

And I remember one Northern officer telling me--he -was <from

Pennsylvania--that he was married to a Southern girl and when she

brought him down or when he was courting her for the first time in

the South., they wouldn't talk to him, the family wouldn f t talk to him.

And I found this quite prevalent throughout the war years and that

the mil~tary was primarily a Southern-dominated group. Your prin

cipal officers were from the South. You seldom found a Northern--I'm

talking now in the combat line. I found this different when I got

up into the SCAP {Supreme Commander Allied Power~/ headquarters and

began operating in the so-called very upper regions of a high command.

But down in the combat level, the regimental level, this was not true.

r dOl1;'t think it'·s true today. And while we're on this subject, I

can remember in 1945 just having gotten to Japan and one officer was

leaving. He was a black officer and he was a dentalofficer. I re

member a white ~de.nt:at officer saying to me, "Look at that guy. He's

going to apply for a Regular Army commission. The Army is going to

the dogs.. " And again this struck me as being--I didn f t hear thes.e
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things up North& But it gave me an insight into the United States

which you normally don't get if you just stay in one little place&

Well, I arrived in Panama and was ass.igned to the jungles to dig

trenches to keep the Japanese from coming in, about 40 oj; 50 miles up

the Canal on the Pacific side. And I was given a platoon of soldiers,

maybe about 15 and with another second lieutenant we set up a little

camp and we would patrol the area and did various. things of that

kind, built foxholes, large trenches for two or three men and revetted

them with old oil drums that were spread out that still had the tar in

them and the oil in them. An.d from time to time these would collect

vile snakes who would get stuck in the tar and things of that kind.

And we never really knew whether the Japanes.e were coming or not. And

during my tour in Panama we had as many, I think, as about 150-200,000

men stationed there plus the troops passing through going down into

the Pacific.

Q: Did this. fear of a possible Japanese invasion remain quite intens.e

during the whole time you "l:vere there?

JB: No, it subsided and the fear was elimina.ted, I think after the Battle

of the Coral Sea or the Battle of Midway. That was when we defeated....·-

I forget whi.ch one of those, but the books will have it--we defeated

the Japanese Fleet and we then knew that they were no threat to us

any more. And wi.th that the troops b.egan to go down, the troop level,

and began going out to the Far Eas.t.

Q: Were you incidentally aware at that time of the Japanese being
put

rounded up on the West Coast and bein~/:into camps?
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JB: Oh, yes. We did some of that in Panama. I stayed in the infantry

for about six or seven weeks and then I found that that was not the

me. I couldn't see digging trenches and foxholes and all

that sort of thing. So I went to th.e colonel, Colonel Delameter. He

must have been close to 60 and 1 think h.e was·

hei.ng;'Peti.re.d. And I said to him that I was trained as a
more active

lawyer and that I would like to get out and do somethin~/as long as

I'm staying here and not going away. And I would like to get into

the Military Police. We chit-·chatted about that for a while and he

said, "Well, you go see the Provost Marshall, Francis Howard, Colonel

Howard of Virginia. And if he wants you, I won't stand in the way.u

So I went to see Colonel Howard and I was then a sec.ondJlieutEen-

ant. And the first thing he said to me was--he wasn't interested in

my backgr:ound, .he wasn't interested in the fact that I was trained

in law--the £irs:t thing he s.aid to me was, "What's the date of your

rank?tI He didn ~ t want to bring in a second lieutenant that was

senior in rank to the people he already had becaus,e then he would

have to promote. me ah.ead of th_em. So when I told him it was March

5, 1942, and here this is April or May, I couldn't have been junior

in this. So he says, "Okay, I'll take yoU. II He wrote out a little

chit and I took it to Delameter. And inside of a week I was moved

to Panama and I became a Military Policeman. And I was assigned to

the Criminal Intelligence Division, and that's when th.e fun began.

I really had a terrific experience for the next three years in hoth

dealing with Panamian rebels-,dealing with attempts to destroy the
;:Ff
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It was

crime within the military, corruption. It was something that

really just flabbergasted me. I found one report that I'd written

which has never been made--I've never revealed it, and the people

may still be living. But one dental major stole all the quinine in

Panama. I don't know if you know what quinine is used for. It's

used as a depressant for malaria. He s,tole all the quinine in Panama.

We were. just stripped, had no quinine. And as a result of that one

e.pisode when I first got there, one of the investigators had written

a report saying that there was no way of finding out who took it. So

the colonel gave me the case. I not only found out who took it but

we put him in jail for three years.

There was corruption in PX'g. Are you familiar with. Panama?

Q: No, not personally familiar.

JB: Panama in thos,e daY,"s,and I'-m sure even today', had what they called a

('red""'ligh.t dt.strict. 1t I forget th.e name i.t was called. It'-ll come

to me. And the red-light district extended in the city' and outside

the ci.ty in cantinas or s.o.... called night-club or bar places. And the

gixls were importe.d trom allover South and Central AIDeri.ca, and they

were hrought into 1?anama as entertainers: for the troops~ Th.ey landed

at Alb);,"ook Field! whi.ch yesterday was turned hack;. And S'ince they

didn t't come in as.··· pros;titutes, why we turned the other way and let

them come. in as. ente.rtainers. And these place.s were known, not so'

mUCh. b¥ the you know', and Kelly' s;Riskl,but they were

known by the prices they charged. So the soldiers would always s.ay,
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house" or "the $10.00 house." And then one day there was a gorgeous

place built out in the suburbs and it had a grand opening. I was then the

MP officer of the day, so I went out with my sergeant to see if every-

thing was all rigIlt. And it was just fabulous, steel and concrete and

all that. And I discovered that the people who built this place had

borrowed the steel and concrete from the military. And there was a
Canal

colonel in the Panama/Command who loaned them all this stuff. And
- and

when I reported this to the colonel~this reached way on up, it was

killed. They said it was just baloney. Of course I was smart enough

to know not to press my luck if they didn't want to do anything about

it. But the poor major who stole the quinine, we couldn't try him,and

i.t was very interesting, if I may just digress for a minute as to why

we couldn't try Itim by court-martial.

In the court-martial rule at that time, and it's been changed

since then, there was a provision that if an officer pleads guilty,

then the prosecution has; got to present a prima facie case. In other

words, show' to the court that there was a prima facie case that he

stole the quinine. And we couldn't do it because when I went down to

Rio Hato;oIie ofth.e air ba.se.s. a.bout 60 miles up the Canal

toward Costa Rica, to find out what had happened when the quinine

disappeared, I said to the sergeant in charge of the warehouse, I

s.ai.d, HWell, now we know that Major So-and-So took the quinine-..-"

his name was, Gross; it's no secret, since he was tried",,:,,--lI t hat

Maj or Gross' took the quinine. But we'd like to see what your records
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have to show."

He said, "We didn't keep records."

Now to prove a prima facie case in stealing, we had to show

first that the property belonged to the United States Government,

that Major Gross came in and took it, that he took it without per-

mission, and that he intended to dispose of it permanently, not

just borrow it and s.o on. So I said, "I need to see your company

records to show that you logged it in and logged it out and to show

that you had some kind of control record."

He said, "I don't keep records."

"Well, if you didn't keep records, how do you know whose quinine

it was?" And if we couldn't prove it was the Government's quinine, we

couldn't make q prima facie case. So if this guy pleaded guilty, we

couldn't try him.

So I then went to the District Attorney of Panama in the Canal

Zone. The Canal Zone, while we didn't have sovereignty there, we

acted as though we did. And the Canal Zone District Attorney, Dan

McGrath, who became a good friend of mine, said that he would take

the case because in the federal criminal courts, if a person pleads

guilty, you don't have to show a prima facie case. Gross didn't

know that and his co-conspirators retained local counsel and they
with

knew it, so they got off. But Gross, and I caught u-E/Gross in

Salinas, Ecuador. I went down to Ecuador, which was.

And there were some killings in this case because a lot of money was

involved, and one guy was shot. And my house was--the quarters I
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lived in had a fire and a lot of my records were destroyed. It was
and

pretty messy/touchy> and there was many a day when I felt I should

have stayed in the jungles with the infantry. But in retrospect it

worked out all right, and so he was put away.

Among other things that I'll mention and then we'll go on to

other things, Panama at the time when I got there, the president was

a man by the name of Arius, Anufo Arius. And before my time he left,

and he left because he was very friendly to the Axis, and to the

German-Italian side and this wouldn't sit well with the American

authorities. And by this time they would brook no nonsense because

we considered Panama to be a matter of life and death to our country.

So we wouldn't tolerate any nonsense with them, and I have a feeling

that we were prepared to take over the whole government if they

didn't cooperate and Anufo knew that. So he decided he would leave

the country for 30 days without getting permission from the National

Assembly. And when hB does that, then he forfeits his office and

another man was put in office by the name of La Guardia. When I

got to Panama, De La Guardia was president. He was very friendly and

cooperative and so on.

But that didn~t eliminate the threat, and one day while I was

in my office two Ml?'s from the air base, the Air Corps--they weren't

known as the Air Force then; it was still the Air Corps-·-came in to

tell me that So-and-So who ran the $6.00 joint in downtown wanted to

buy two cases. of Thompson submachine guns and 5,000 rounds of 45 am-

munition. And I said, "Well., this is very interesting." I said,
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"Do you know this fellow?"

And he said, "Oh, yes, we know him very well."

"And why does he come to you?"

"Oh," he says, "because we're good friends of his."

I said, "Have you ever done any business with him before?"

And these two fellows said, "Sure. We do a lot of business

with him."

I said, "What kind of business?"

"Well," he says, "we sell him mattresses, we sell him towels, we

sell him sheets, we sell him bedding."

And I said, "Well, that's very nice." I said, "Do you get a

good price?"

"Oh," he said, "the going rate."

I said, "Well, if you ,. re selling him all these things, why

don't you give him the guns? Why do you come to Bee me?ll

And he said, "Well, you don't understand, Captain. You just

don't underBtand thes.e things. You know, when he comes to us and

says that he wants towels and mattresses and sheets and all these

clean things for his. joint, then we know he"s getting that to run a

good place for our buddies. But when he's coming around and asking

for guns and ammunition, he's. going to shoot them up. And we don't

like that. We draw the line. So we felt we had to come and tell

you about that."

So I said, '''That makes a lot of sense." And I said, "Can you

get him thes.e guns?"
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"Oh, yes, we've got the armory just like we got everything

else."

So I said, "You stay right· here." So I went in to see a

colonel. I said, "Colonel, they want the guns because they want to

shoot up somebody. The only ones they're going to shoot up will be

the government"create<panic a.nddiversion and create trouble for us."

Well, we weren't worried that they would overthrow the government

with all our troops there, but it would be a problem.

He said, "What '11 we do?11

I said, "vJell, I think we should tell the general." So we went

over to see .the general and we told the general.

And he says, "Well, what do you think we ought to do?" And the

colonel and I both told him that, "If you're ever going to find out

who these'guns are intended for--not for the $5.00 guy; he couldn't

care less--then we've just got to give them the guns."

He said, "What if something goes wrong and we don't get those

guns. back and we lose them?"

I said, "Well, we'll figure out that problem when it comes to it."

So the colonel says, "This is your problem, but iJ you lose those

, h d at "guns, you·ve a. l. •

So we got the two cases of guns. I think they were packed in

Cosmoline. That's grease, you know. And I called in the sergeant.

I didn't know too much about these Thompson submachine guns. And I

said, I.ISergeant, what can I do to this gun so that nobody knows
it

what'· s been done tS}jand they try to fire it and it won't go off?"
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And he said, "Well, you pullout this little slide" and he

took out one and showed me.

I said, "Take out the slides of all these guns and keep your

mouth shut. Now pack it back in Cosmoline and give me the slides. II

And I put a cartridge in the slide and the gun wouldn't fire. So I

did the same thing to all the guns, the same slide and put them in.

I gave the guns to the MP's and then in civilian cars they went

down to this place which was in the suburbs. And we tracked them

down, we got the surveillance units. And then just as they got to

this place, the Panamanian police were beginning to worry-·-we had

to bring them in--jumped the gun and ran out. They thought there

would be a car there but instead it was just a passing car and they

frightened everybody away. So nothing ever happened, and I don't think

we ever had any mO:r-e trouble. But the chief of the National Guard,

who was then 1R:~mon, who later became president of Panama and was

later assassinated, Chichi Remon, was ve:r-y grateful to us. We had no

more trouble with them on that score.

Now I'll come back to the question of the Japanese. One of the

things. that we di.d in Japan was to round up the Japanese that had
and

been located in South/Central America becaus.e of why we rounded them
of them

up on the West Coast. We had a io.!.!in South and Central America, and

these countries were delighted to haye the Japanese rounded up by us

becaus~e it me.ant that they would inherit all their lands and properties.

Well, thes'e poor Japanese. came with--when we got them, they came with

nothing. Everything was left behind, and so we would send a ship down,
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say, to different places in South and Central America. They would

come back with these Japanese. We would then take the Japanese and

put them in Camp Empire. Camp Empire was the early camp of the con

struction people. It was on the west side of the Canal. The Canal

runs east and west, you know. It was on the west side of the Canal,

and it had been deserted when the Canal was built and opened in 1914.

And then when the war broke out, it was resurrected to make dormitories

and places. And this was where the Japanese were, and I would go

around to see them. They were old, old people and children. I guess

the ones of fighting age had long since gone back to Japan. And

then we would round them up and when we got a shipload, we would put

them on a ship and transport them across the Canal to the Atlantic

side. Then they would go up to New Orleans to the internment camps,

and our Mp1s would be the escort people on the ships.

Coming down to Japan from New Orleans, I had one experience

which was somewhC3.,t frightening and interesting. The war was so brand

new that we didn't have time to convert ships to troop transports.

So when .1 was shipped to Panama in April of 1942, I went on one of

those luxury liners, the Santa Maria, one of those lines that went to

SQuth and Central America. And they put me and another second lieu

tenant in a stateroom, you know. And I said, lIThis could be raw."

Th.en as we were leaving New Orleans--it took us three weeks to go

trom New Orleans to Panama because we were traveling in a big convoy

and we stopped at all the different islands, Puerto Rico, Trinidad,went

all around and so on, Jamaica and so forth.



20

As we got to Jamaica, to the island of Jamaica, there were these

three big ships loaded with troops. We had a lot of black troops on

our--there were about 100 or 200 white officers and about 3,000 black

troops there, loaded with guns and anununition and what-not. And in

those days we didn't mix troops. Black troops would be in one place.

In Panama we had some Hispanic troops that came from the National

Guard. That was the Mexican l50th Regiment. But we didn't have

blacks, and' as we came into Jamaica, the island of Jamaica, Kingston

has a natural harbor. Say this is the island and here is the harbor.

This is the ocean here, and you come in this way. And these ships,

there were some destroyers and convoys and what-not. And as we go

into this harbor to deposit some things., submarines would be waiting

for us" and we knev that. That's why we had the destroyers. So in

broad daylight we'd come in to this point then. This is a good place

to pick us, off.

And all of a sudden we were all watching the entrances of the

harbor when the whistle starts blowing six blasts and we all put on

li:f;e jackets and we ran on deck. And in the distance we saw a sail.

It looked like a ship. The strange thing about the sail was that it

didnlt bob up and down as a sailboat would because it kept moving

and it was just moving straight along" What it was, it was a sail

attached to a periscope. Damned sneaky, these Germans!

Well, this was picked up and the destroyers went after them and

they began attacking and there were depth charges dropped and every

body--·but Illl tell you it's a very uncomfortable feeling. And then
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some of the black troops straddled the rail on this ship. One black

soldier yelled out in a big voice. He says, "I's gettin' off just

as soon as that torpedo hits. Soon as that torpedo hits, I's gettin'

off." Just then a big school of sharks came floating around the

ship and he says, "Uh-uh, I's waitin' till the captain gets off."

Of course, that broke the ice and I think that fellow was the one

who really saved the day for us~ Otherwise, it would have been pan

demonium on that thing.

The other thing was that we discovered after we landed--nobody

was hit and I think they destroyed some submarines--was that our

ship was carrying all the ammunition. Another ship was carrying all

the guns. Another ship was carrying all the other things, the

carriages. And.they learned right then and there, had they destroyed

anyone of those ships, the other two ships would have been worthless

with the equipment. And I think from that experience they learned-

this was true in later years on, also during the war--to get a com

plete mix in every ship so that if one went down, it didn't damage

everything els e . And so it went.

Well, that answers your question about~-I didn't think I could

remember all these things. But that answers your question about the

Japanese being. .

Q: I was very struck by your description of these Japanese. They sound

really pitiful, they must have been.

JB: They were pitiful, very pitiful. You know, I don t t think, whether

they could have been dangerous or not, but the United States was
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whipped up. I had nO remorse about it. These were the enemies We
to

didn't do it to the Italians o.I./ the Germans in the United States

because they didn't look like enemies. But the Japanese, even though

he was an American, looked like a Japanese. And so these things went

to the Supreme Court. There were articles written about these things

and we've apologized and made retribution now. But this is the sort

of thing that.war hysteria will grab you and there's no telling what

will happen.

Q: When you actually saw those Japanese yourself though, what-

JB: They were completely docile old people sitting on a bench there,

looking at me wondering what am I going to do to them. Here I am, a great

big, strapping"'1"'--I was afraid-of what their opinion was.'

I'd been in Panama noW for about two and a half years. The

colonels had changed and the new man who came in wanted to bring in

his own team. But he was very kind to me. Re told me I could stay

on if I wanted to. But I felt that staying on would incur certain

risks to me,. as it did to some of my other colleagues on the inves.....

tigation team. I did not get involved in narcotics, but the one guy

who did had to leave very early because he was a marked man. But I

was getting involved in a lot of things that were touching very close

to what they called organized crime there.

For example, there were white Americans who were either former

soldiers and so on that ran gambling rackets, and they would play with

marked cards. And I learned how to tell a marked deck, and when I
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confronted one man after he was arrested by the Panamanians, he told

me right to my face that it was a bad mistake for me to have done

that. He was later killed, and I have a feeling that there was a

falling-out among thieves as to what they should do with me for

uncovering this.

Well, with one thing and another, I felt that it was time for me

to go. My usefulness was up and the people that I had dealt with were
agent

convinced I was an FBI 1!ederal Bureau of Investigation//under cover

becaus,e I appeared from nowhere and ,was very close with the District

Attorney and so on. I felt, "Get out." And so fortunately, I saw one

day on my desk a brochure saying that they were ready to train of-

ficers for the invasion of Japan. This was 1944. And they needed

people with_ legal backgrounds, security background, police background,

you know, and doctors, nurses and so on, public health people, natural

scientists, the whole gamut of military goven1.ment. So I sat down and

applied. My colonel was. very happy, said some nice things about me.

It was a program that would have lasted for about a year, and

I'd been away from my wife and my older son was born then. I'd been

hOme attending a school in 1943 in Fort Kess,ler and that's when Arthur

was conceived. Then I went back to Panama and I hadn't seen my wife

and the boy, and I thought it would be nice to be in the States for

a while. So I applied and I was selected, and I left.

Now if I may leave Panama and then go on to some of the philosophy

about military. .

END SIDE I, CONTINUED ON SIDE II
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Now, if I may leave Panama and then go on to some of the philosophy about

military government in the occupation.

By 1944, at least by the time I had gotten to the military

government school system, we had already landed in Europe. And this

was our first experience with military government since World War I.

World War I was not a real true experience in military government

because the French had never surrendered, the Germans had never

really surrendered. We never occupied the country. We moved in

after the fighting was over, with the local government intact.

But here we landed in Normandy and we landed in France, and there

was no exis.ting government. Now in preparation for the invasion.·o-f Europe,

and we knew that, the invasion of Europe would come before the invasion

of Japan, the authorities in Washington began getting experts on gov-'

ernment. By that I mean, for example, the former lieutenant governor

of New York. His name begins with a "P," Paletti or Paleski or some

thing like that, and he was made a lieutenant colonel. And he was

put in charge of governing of products.

They' would then get a doctor and make him a colonel, fresh out

of civilian life, and he would be in charge of public health. Or

tlLey would tlLen get an engineer and make him a brigadier general and

so on and put him in charge of building bridges and so on in Europe.

So what they' did was that they took experienced civilians, converted

them overnigh,t into the military and put them into the field. The

story is told that when General {George S.J Patton was moving on

througlL Europe and came into a town that had just been bombed and
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destroyed, and he saw a lot of dead people there and he saw a lot

of cows and rubble and so forth and he turned around and he saw

some colonels standing around. He said, "Who's the senior officer?"

This is supposed to be a true story. And one colonel raised his

hand. He says, "Goddarnn all that sort of thing. Clean up the mess,

get this thing going, clear the roads, do that, do the other thing."

He said, "I'm sorry, General. I'm the Finance Officer." And

Patton blew his stack.So when the story got back, they said, "Well,

we're doing this all wrong. What we should do is to train people in

the Army to do this military government. We have enough people in
enough

the Army with all these skills. We have/engineers, we have doctors,

lawyers, policemen and all that who have been in the Army, who

the Army ways, who realize that they are officers first and then

specialists second. And we don't have all this nonsense about a

know

guy being a colonel and not doing anything because he's the budget

offi,cer, the finance officer and so on." So they decided that the

way we're going to handle Japan was to get them from scratch. And

thi.s is. what led to the program of getting the lieutenants, the cap-

tains. and the majors. into this training program. It made a lot of

sense. The unfortunate thing was that when we got to Japan, we found

the government intact because they surrendered. And what we should

have done really was to use the guys we had in Europe for Japan and

the people we were training for Japan in Europe. But you see, these

things never work out the way you really plan for them. And we always

said to ours-elves, "The Japanese pulled a sneak surrender and the
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result was that we all arrived and nobody knew what to do because

there were not competent headquarters in a minute.

But another thing about military government which I think his-

torians may find some interest in, the light side. When we

got to North Africa and we invaded North Africa, we set up military

government. And it was called AMGOT. Have you ever heard this story?

Q: I haven't heard it, no.

JB: AMGOT means the Allied, Military Government of Occupied Territories.

You might wri.te that down. And the propaganda branch of the Allies

began broadcasting to the Arabs and to the North Africans: "AMGOT

is here. AMGOT has finally come to save you. AMGOT is your salvation.

What would you do without AMGOT? Come to AMGOT and get anything you

want. If And it didn't take the Allies very long to find out that the

word "amgot" either in Turkish or North African means "horse bun,"

except I"m being a little more genteel. So they immediately said,

"Well, we've got to change it" and they changed the name to AMG,

Alli.ed Milita'(y Government.

So the propaganda machines started saying: "Well now, come to

AMG. AMG is your salvation. AMG is this and AMG is that." And

the Germans reb.roadcast :it and said, "Folks, don't he fooled. The

Allies, can call it anything they want. It's still AMGOT."

So the purpose of this story is we had to be very careful as

to what we calleD it. I remember when we called the occupation of Japan

SCAP, it was looked over very carefully.

Q: Even though it didn't turn out quite the way we wanted it to, I'm
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still very, very interested in the kind of training that you got,

very interested.

JB: All right. I had something here just to refresh my memory as to

what I did here. Okay. Now in the period from September 1944 to

June 1945 was devoted to full-time training in Far Eastern affairs.

Q: And this was where?

JB: In the United States.

Q: And was it at Charlottesville?

JB: Well, no. Here I was coming to that. I went to a school in Chicago

which was called the Security Intelligence School, and this offered

specialized training for officers who expected to enter the field of

intelligence and security in the Far East. Because you see, I had

signed up with two expertises, one law and the other security or

public safety. And that school lasted about six weeks in Chicago,

and somehow 1. came away with the feeling that, well, it didn't teach

me anything.

For example, when I was still in Panama in 1943, I was sent to

wh.at they called the Military Criminal Investigation School at Fort

Custer. By that time I had gone through criminal investigation work

in the field. I'd never done this before. But I found that school

very interesting because what I would do or what I did in Panama,

this school gave me a bird's-eye view of the whole field and I knew

where things were. It was like going to law school, you see, the

oth.er way around. First you go to law school to find out the whole

field of the law. Then you go out and begin doing little things.



You could do it the other way around,

Intelligence School, to me, was not tha

wasn't a complete waste of time.

Then I went to the Univers.ity

weeks, and that was. really a fi rst..-ra.t

But and

g. But still, it

six or seven

e. This was the

Far EaHt School of Nilitary Government, a general

course in military government and intern law, particularly

in the. Far East. What they did here was to teach you for the first

time, at least teach me for the first the law of occupation,

military law. It's really the law of military occupation, which

is. one branch of international law. And this law was based then on

the Geneva Conventions,which told you what troops can and cannot do,

how to treat prisoners of war, things of that kind.

Q: Who were your instructors?

JB: They had, they were all military men, and I can remember two. One

of them, 1. met him in Japan many years later. He was of the Law

School of th.e Univers.ity of Virginia. Maybe his name will come to me

as 1. talk to you. But he was a colonel and he taught International

Law. The other was a fellow by- the name of Wurfel who was a colonel

at the time, and he taught Logist:.tcs. He was a lawyer, but he

taught Logi.stt.cs. and things. of. that kind. But it was primarily a

cours.e designed to train you and to indoctrinate you on the treaties

that govern military occupation. This was very helpful to me be

cause, you know, I WQuld never--it's something you don't learn in law

school unless you want to write a thesis. on this thing. And to that
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extent i.t was. us'eful.

And the other thing that was important i.8 that it gave me a

chance to associate with many officers who would later become my

colleagues and with whom I would be working in SCAP,

Q: SO they actually turned up in Japan, too?

JH: Oh, yes, a lot of them did, r have pictures of....-T don"t know if

you want to see the pictures of all these officers or not, a group

picture of the class. So this was very important so when r got to

Japan r wasn't dealing with a stranger. I was dealing with. Rod

Hus.sey and many of the people in SCAP Headquarters were classmates

of mine and, you know, the old school tie was very helpful in work

ing out things. So that lasted, r think, six or seven weeks.

Hut then it was the Harvard School and it"s training., Then the

six months course at Harvard was devoted to specialized training in

Far Eastern language. And this was Japanes.e in my case and,

general, foreign affairs with reference to Japan. Clas.ses were held

daily from 8:00 to 5:00, assigned homework for three hours. T con

sidered it at the time as a concentrated advanced COurse on the

graduate level because practically all of the officers in the class

were professional people of one kind or another and had graduate

degrees" I devoted five hours to classroom study of Japanese and I'll

tell you how they taught us in Japanes:e.

Q: r"d be very interested in hearing.

JH: Three hours to formal classroom work on his.tory, geography, government,

international relations and the law of Japan, home study for four
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hours, and from July--that took me up to July 1945. Before I left

Harvard I was told I was to be in the prefecture of Miyazaki. I

don't know if you're familiar with Japan.

Q: Yes.'

JB: The Japanese islands are something like this, north and south.

There's Hokkaido, Honshu, Kyushu and Shikoku right here, see?

Miyazaki was right here at the bottom, and I'll tell you why--

Q: That's south'

JB: South of. Kyushu. And at this point I'll digress for a minute.

I didn't know it at the time, but I later discovered that the

general plan--the troops were already in Manila. MacArthur had

his troops. in Manila. He had two armies there. One was the Sixth

and one. was the Eighth. The Sixth Army was under Kruger, and the

Etghth Apny was under 1 Lieutenant General Rober..!:./ Eichelberger.

The Sixth Army was to land in the southern of Kyushuand

of cours.e this would have meant Miyazaki. He was then to push

north to try to take Kyushu, hopefully then to go into Honshu and

so on. They estimated that with Japanese resistance and so on, it

would take six months for them to move on up. But the objective

wa,s not s.o much to move on up but to make it appear to the Japanese
from

that this was our main thrus.E.1 the south so that it would suck

everything they had down. All right?
that

Then the Eighth Army under Eichelberge,£/was then being formed

was. the great big

would c om.e around and would land in ~~ Plain, Tokyo. This

This of course we learned in the
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Korean War was a typical MacArthur end run as he did in Inchon, you

see. I.t made a lot of sense, even if the Japanese knew what the

plans were. Either they had to come down to meet us or else they'd

have to fall back and we'd get the islands. So they had no choice.

Of course we had complete control of the air and the sea.

Well, as a result, I was to go to the Philippines to join up

with the military government unit, whatever that unit was, and to

be assigned to the military government as public safety officer--

there wasn't much law involved then--in Miyazaki attached to some

colonel-........,I was then a captain, I believe--who would then be the

military governor of this prefecture. And then we'd do what we'd

have to do to ease the way of the troops coming in.

Well, that was the general plan and then in July 1945 I was

sent to the Presidio of Monterey where we continued our Japanese

language training. Now about Japanes-e language training, the mil-

itary pioneered, I think, in the way they taught us Japanese. This

was' the total immersion method. I don't know if you know any

Q: Yes. I"ve studied it intensively.

JB: You I've studied the Japanese? Very good. So you know that--I came

into the Japanese having studied French and Spanish. I was not a

linguist. My wife is the linguist. But we would sit there for one

hour with a Japanese instructor. These were Japanese that had been

interned in the United States, and they decided to cast their lot
they

with us. And we would sit there and/ would drill us and they
,> -
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would drill us. And it took me a week to learn to count to 10 be

cause to me this was all nonsense plus the fact that you were deal

~ng with a somewhat lack of incentive. You know, here we were on the

way to Japan and the war is going on and the invasion in Europe and

this killing and bombing. And you know, what am I studying Japanese

for, you would Let's get on and get the fighting done. But

we kept on it and they knew this thing, the authorities

this training, and the guy in charge of this training in Harvard

was a man by the name of , Professor You've

heard of him?

Q: Yes.

JB: I don't think he's alive now.

Q: No.

JB: 1: saw him in Japan. He remembered me. He was first-class. I

don't know if you know about He was Russian-born, and

he wanted to be an artist. And he came to Japan to study Oriental

art, but he told us that he soon discovered that studying art means

you have to know, to appreciate art you have to know how the country

thinks. And in order to know how a person thinks, you have to know

th.e language. So he s,aid, "Well, if I'm going to be an artist, first

I've got to leamthe language." So he devoted himself to the language

and then he forgot about the art. But he would always illustrate his-

he still had the talent for drawing because when he would tell us how

a Japanese sits, you know, he doesn't cross his legs when he sits

down. But he puts them behind him and the soles go like this. I
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don't know if you know that, you see. You don't know that?

Q: Yes.

JB: And he would then draw on the blackboard two feet crisscrossed

like that, you see. Then he would tell us other things, you know,

about Japanes'e life. I was thinking of something else about Jap

anes.e culture that you probably didn't learn about. May I digress

for one moment?

Q: Oh, please.

Shut it off.

Now the first objective of the language training was to teach the

military officer to speak. The writing and the reading would come

later if you had time and talent because what they were interested

in was not to make you a Japanese linguist. They were not interested

in teaching you the language for the sake of the language or to make

you a professor or anything. They were doing it for a very utilitar

ian purpos.e. If we arrived in a place and we wanted to know which way

does thi.s road go to or and all that sort

of thing, if we wanted a utilitarian question and an answer that we

could understand and was geared toward the military signs and lan

guages. The reading and the writing were also geared toward

interpreting maps, being able to identify a lake, a river or a road~

bed. None of this social thing. This would come later, again if

you had the time. But of course, you know, all this-,-T might mention

now that I felt after almost a year's intensive training and I did
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learn to read a little bit with the aid of a dictionary to identify

the characters.

When we got to Japan--this is just jumping ahead now to finish

the story on the language--I found that the Japanese didn't want to

speak Japanes.e. They wanted to speak English and being naturally

normal and rather than to beat my brains out, when I'd say something

in Japanese and they'd give me an English answer, I lapsed into

English. They were better in English than we were in Japanese be

cause the people they put opposite us were diplomats who had been

trained in the United States. And they trained their diplomatic

corps by sending them to the United States in far-out colleges

where there were no other Japanese. So it was a question of sink

or swim. They went to North Carolina and little colleges. All

they had to do was just learn the language or else. And these were

the guys they put in what they called their "Liaison Office." It

was in effect their Foreign Office. So the only Japanese

that I retained after a while was the Japanese for personal use.

And of course my wife had no knowledge of Japanese, but she picked

it up quickly because she had to deal with the servants who spoke

no English. And the two boys vle had, they both grew up bilingual,

but they lost it after a while. I say they lost it. They refused

to speak it when they got into elementary school because the teacher

soon di$covered--we sent them to the American Military School. And

the teacher soon discovered they were bilingual in Japanese, and so

they would say to Arthur, "Arthur " tell the carpenter to fix this
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and to do it this way." And Nelson was then too

tell the gardener to do this, and tell the garbage collector

that. 'I And poor little Arthur, he'd get up there and do it. And

all the other kids.--he was blond-haired and blue-·eyed--and all the

other kids would come and look at him. And the teachers would look

at him, and everybody would look at him. And a child is a great

conformist. He doesn't want to be different. He wants to be like

all the other kids. So he came home one day and says, "I'm not

speaking Japanese." So we understood why. We didn't force the

issue.

Then we would have a number of friends who had come from

the United States and so on. And they would speak Japanese to

Arthur and he would answer in English. And afterwards we'd say,

"Well, why di.d you let them talk Japanese?"

"It's not Japanese. It's nisei

You couldn't fool him. You know, this reminds me,

you don't fool a child or a soldier. Youtve got to be honest with

them and you '-ye got to be level with th.em because they': 11 pick up a

deceptipn immediately. They may not show it but in their own minds

s,ubcons,ciously they're saying, "He's putting me on."

Q: I'm very interested in your comments on the language. How large

were the classes you were in and did the other officers have the

kind of initial resistance that you had, that it was just a waste

of time?

JB: No. Well, maybe a waste of time was too strong. The classes were

ahout four or five until the teachers began to sort us out as to
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who were the slow learners, medium learners, fast learners. I was
were that

in the medium class,! There/some officerE-./just couldn't get it at

all. Others it was just like that, and the others would just have

to work, work, work, work at it all the time.

Q: What about the history and the culture and the other things? Was

there much time for it? And who taught you7

JB: That came in the lectures. You see, we would spend maybe four or

five hours of intensive training, perhaps in the morning. We would

sit there when we were fresh with the instructors, and we'd go from

one instructor to the other instructor to the other instructor. We

had 'men and women so we would get different kinds of voices, not

haye the Same voice or the same teacher. Then in the afternoon

a~ter lunch. we would have the lectures, and then we would have

who would

Merle

Q: Yes, I do.

tell us about Japanese things. We would have Professor

I don't know if you know about him.

JB: He would tell us about government in Japan. He's still living. I

see his. na:me:Crom time to time. And then we had some other guy, a

red""'headed fellow. I forget his name. By face I would know him.

A,p.d h.e would tell us about the history of Japan. And then we had,

1 remember one fellow, a civilian who had lived in Japan as a

bus:ines,s.man for 20 or 30 years. And he would tell us how you deal

wi'th. the Japanese, you know, the day-·to-day th.ing. So you had the

profess.ors, you had the scholars, you know, the faculty. And you

had the practical Japanese language instructors. You had the
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administrators. And then you

had the practical people who'd come in and lecture. And now and

then you'd have a guest lecturer.

I remember Patton arrived from Europe before he was killed, and

he was visiting in Boston. They had a big parade for him. So they

needed every officer, every military man. lined both sides

of the street so he could ride by in
came by.

caravan. And then we all saluted as ~/

That was the only time I saw, Patton, but I saw his son many

ye,ars later and got to know him.

And of course as we got closer to Monterey, there we knew we

were already assigned, we were getting to be impatient. There the

intens.ity about theleatriingiof Japanese began to peter off. You

know, you jus.t couldn't see it .. then training going on on

military exercises, driving vehicles, getting familiar with them.

Well, to bring that story up to date as to how I really got to

Japan, I had fought off making arrangements to get on a plane and go
tn

when I read/the newspapers that we dropped the atom bomb which then

had.... ..--thi,s I think is' July.

Q: It would have been August the 6th.

JB: August the 6th.? Yes. And the first thing I read was that this had

the tonnage of 20,000 tons of TNT and I was just flabbergasted. I

couldn~t, you know, imagine that amount of TNT. I'd learned how

to set dynamite and so on but 20,000 tons of that, 2,000 pounds. It

was, just mind-'boggling. Then a few days later we read that there

was, another one dropped on Nagasaki. So I said, "Well, they just
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can't last." And the stories began coming around and so on, and

they forgot about us. So suddenly the Japanese surrendered. I think

the surrender came, ~ell, they signed it on September 2nd, and

then the question arose as to what happens to me.

At that time when I signed up for this military government, they

told us that they would not treat those who signed up for the course

any different. They would treat these officers the same as the

others. If you were eligible to get out, you would get out, whether

you had signed up or not,because they wanted everybody to apply.

And some people were reluctant to apply because they felt that if

th.ey signed up for military government, when the time came, they

couldn't get out, you see, because they'd givEnyou special training
them

and they had taken them out of the combat area and sen!./to school in

the United States. But the authorities didn't figure that this

thing would end this way. They thought there would be an invasion

of Japan as there was of Europe.

So we then had a system of points, and the points meant that for

every year abroad you got a certain number of points, if you were

married you got additional points, if you had children you got so

many points and length of service and age and what-not. So I had

enough points to get out, but oddly enough, you know, they had

done a good job on me and I was so anxious to go that nothing was

going to stop me. And I debated and I debated and I'm in California

and my wife is in Brooklyn with her folks. The baby is a year and a

half old. And finally they came to me and they said, "Look, all you
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have to do is go out for six months." So I signed up and then I

called her and told her and she hung up on me. She later says that

she would have divorced me. But I went out ,and she came out to join
!

me a year later. She was on the second boat of dependents, and I

stayed for 11 years. and she stayed for 10. And we were to go out

for six months. So I always tell the story when somebody says

they"ve taken a job temporarily that, you know, you just take the

job and-,-when I got to Japan, the surre.nder was signed on September

2nd and I got there two or three weeks later. My orders said I was

assigned to Military Government Section of the Far East Command,

initi,ally . Okay?

As a digres,sion about things Japanese, I always tell this

story and I told this story to the Japanese Ambassador in Geneva

when I was stationed there several years ago and he said it was

so deligh.tful he was going to pass it on to the Emperor. And to

understand this story, you have to know something about Japanese

culture and how Japanese men view women. In the West what turns

a man on is the front of the woman. Do you know this?

Q: Yes.
nape at the

JB: And in Japan what turns a man on is the(neck. That's item number

one. When the peace treaty was about to be signed and I knew I

was: gaingto join the Embassy, the protocol officer told me that

I had to get a morning coat and striped pants because once a year

the Diplomatic Corps calls on the Emperor and the EmpreS$ fe/pay their
from the British •.

It's a custom I sent

away to the United States for the black material for the coat
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material for the pants. I said to my wife, "Now

we've got to get it made." She said she had a first-class tailor

dres.smaker, so we went down there and he made kimonos. And you

know, a Japanese woman has a kimono made so that it's tight in the

front and th.e back collar sits back. So this man made the pants and

wh.en I tried them on they fit fine. But when he made the coat, it

ftt like a kimono. The back collar was sitting back. So he tried to

f~~ the collar and the front didn't fit right. We fooled around with.

that for several fittings and finally I got sick and tired of this and

$.aid, '·'Do the best you can." Then some years later, Vice President

Ni"XQn, I think in 1971--no, 1953--·came with Mrs. Nixon to visit the

Emperor and the Empress. And one of the things he had to do was to

calIon them, and he needed a morning coat, which he didn't have.

And Amhassador Allison said to him, "Why, that's nothing. I've got

SDme officers in the Embassy here who are about your size. I~ll have

them get their morning coats to you and you try

you wear it.

So he says, "Great." I was asked to produce the morning coat and

th.e. pants, whi.ch I did. That night I said to wife, "I wonder who's

he. tIl wear, mine, Niles or I>ick$nyder ~ s. H

Sh.e said, "Well, we'll never know."

So he calls and the next morning the newspaper arrives at the

front door--we were living inside the Embassy compound--and suddenly

she yells, out a scream, "He's wearing your morning coat!"

T said, "How' can you tell?"
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She s'aid, "Look at the collar." And here's the collar, you see

the way it sits back. I still have it. I wore this to my son's

wedding. And years later I was assigned to the Armed Forces Staff

College on the faculty as a State Department representative, and I

used to lecture abollt political military matters. And one of my

lectures was the effect of the State Department and its officers

on military planning and combined conrrnands and so forth. And I
in

was told tha!/lecturing to military---..:J-these were about 200 officers

in the class---.;J,-you introduce a little levity now and then, not

much, just a little. So I decided to produce my uniform. I would

say the military has their uniform and the Foreign Service officer

has his uniform. And you know, there is a uniform for the Foreign

Service. The British used to wear them, the Europeans wear them,

and we have them, too, but we no longer use them. So one of the

colonels would get dressed up in this suit and I'd say, "We have our

uniform, too," and out would come this guy in morning coat, you know,

and striped pants. And everybody would laugh and then I would tell

them the story about the collar. Then I would say--one time when I

lectured, he was then running for President, I think against Kennedy

in 1962. And T s~aid, "Depending on how the election comes out, I

'may be able to say one day that Nixon sat here."

Well, that I mention to you because it indicates some of the

things, the trivia that we were told. And another thing that

told us once,' which I'll never forget and which stood me in good

stead in the training of the language. It had to do with how you
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speak Japanese to a Japanese. It had also in the language.,.."-you may

or may not he familiar with this.. In the language you have to tune

in the person that's listening. I don't know if you're aware of

this. For example, when you appear in France and begin speaking

French, you'll have no trouble with a Frenchman because you could

look like a.French , you could dress like a French woman and

so on. But in Japan that wouldn't always work and this experience

brought it home to me.

1. had arrived in Japan and one of the things that they used

to let us. do for recreational pleasures was to take a jeep,amilitary

jeep, and drive away for the weekend. So a friend of mine and I

got in the jeep and we were going to Nikko. You've been to Japan?

Q: Yes.

JB: And we were going to Nikko. Well, to get to Nikko which was about

100 miles north of Tokyo, you had to make a detour at one road.

And it you go left, you get to .Nikko, and if you go right, you'll

wind up in Sendai 200 miles north. So the fork in the road was -the
So I stopped.

sign to Utsunomiya~/ And here we were in uniform. I think I'd

become a major by then. Military uniform, military jeep, and my

colleague was in the same uniform. And in those days, whenever

you'd stop outside the big city in a small little country town or

village, the Japanese would collect and they'd collect in droves
They didn't say anything.

to look at you when you'd look at them~j They'd just look, they

didn't touch, and we felt quite secure. And finally my friend poked

me and said, "You '. re the Japanese linguist. Ask them which way to
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Utsonimiya."

So I turned around and I said, "Utsonimiya

And they look at me and I look at them. No reaction.

And my friend said, "They don~t understand,"

I said, "They understand. I don't know why they don't answer."

He says, "Speak louder. If they don't understand, you've got

to speak louder."

So I raised my voice. No reaction. Then I remembered something

that told me. He says, "You've got to tune them in. They

don't expect Japanese to come out of you. You don't look like a

Japanes~e. You're not dressed like one." He said, "You've got to

give them the signal." And he told us what the signal was.

pointed the way.
Then I began to think like a Japanese. Big smile, such a grin f and theyl

And thi,s, f.ri,end of mine didn't know what I had done, but he was

thoroughly' impressed. So I was ever grateful to for

pointing out the And it was little things of

that kind that--but this is how they taught us in culture. Admittedly,

:it waSil' t much.. Th.ey would give us handouts. Each lecturer would

give us his lecture in writing. I've long since thrown them away

because. in my moves I just couldn't keep all these papers. So I

jus.t kept a few little papers of. personal records. And I'm sure

that th.ese records and documents are somewhere must have them in

hi$ library collection. And the place in Harvard where this school

was conducted, I think, was called "the Semitic Museum." I don't
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know. But on a personal basis, I'd just like to mention this.

When we were at Harvard, my wife and son--he was then six

months old, tbe older boy--came to live with us. And one day we

were taking some pictures and so I said to her, "You take a picture

of my balding Arthur on the steps of the Widener Library." Then

in 1962 he was admitted to Harvard. He was a good student and was

admitted as a sophomore. So we got to the Widener Library and I

said, "'Bea, you've got to take a picture of my holding Arthur."

Of cours'e this time I couldn't pick him up, so I just put my hand

under him, and we have that picture somewhere. So 1945 to 1962, so

we bave both pictures of Widener Library.

And to show you some of the destruction--

Q: Oh, yes, T did, before we got into your actual job and how you ended

up in the Legal Section, I did want to know your first impressions of

Japan and the Japanese.

JB; Well, my first: impressions of Japan and the Japanese--I'd like to tell

you how I got to Japan. After I decided I was going to go to Japan,

I was; flown out, and I flew on a C54. I think they were DC 4' s, four

propellors, going 150 miles an hour. And I flew from the West Coast,

Travis Aix Bas,e, to Hawaii. That was 12 hours. In Hawaii we went to

Johnson Island four hours, which is nothing but an atoll. And then

from there we went to Kwajalein, 12 hours, nothing but an atoll. And

then another 12 hours to Guam. When I got to Guam, troops were
that had been

there. That was an islan~/fought over and the place was just one

red muddy mass. And then from there we arrived in Tokyo at
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was on the outskirts of Tokyo, and the strip

was over the Japanese military control centers. But it was beginning

to sag and I think my plane was the last plane to land and they

closed it down. Then when I got in there, I then drove by truck from

Atsu~i to Tokyo. And I was put up in a billet that had been the

meteorological office. .And for the first week I slept on the floor

in sleeping bags. My impression of Japan at that time was nothingi

T could understand most of the language. I was primarily concerned

with my assignment because problems had arisen from the very first

day that I arrived.

YQu remember that the Japanese surrendered suddenly and we had

also taken over Korea, and we had to occupy Korea. That had not

been in our plans. And when I arrived I was told I was assigned

to the Military Government Section of the&'Par East Command. .And at

that point there was a great deal of international political move

ment as to what role MacArthur would play. The Russians had come

into the war quite late, and they wanted a big role in the occupa

tion of Japan.. The Chinese from the Mainland wanted a big role in

the Qccupation, but they wanted us to support them. The French,

the Australi,ans, New Zealanders, and the British were already there.

We had no problems with them, and when I got there and said, "Where

ts: the Military Government Section?" they said, "That section was

dissolved. We now have SCAP."

.And I said, "What is SCAP? I never heard of that."

They said, "This is the new headquarters." It was complete news
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to me. And I said, "Well, where do I go?" I was talking to the

Adjutant General and he says, "Well, we~ve assigned you to Korea."

I said, "Well, I trained in Japanese."

And he says, "Well, you're going where you're told. And you

go down and draw your sleeping bag and your winter clothing." This

was September and October. "And you're going to Korea." Well, I

wasn't about to go to Korea because I didn't sign up to go to Korea.

I wanted to go to Japan. So I was downcast, and I said, "Well, okay."

So I drew my sleeping bags and everything and I came back the

next day to see this guy for my orders and they weren't there. I

couldn't :.eind him. He had been maneuvered out, but I still had to

get those orders to go because I hadn't been assigned anywhere. So

I ran into a colleague of mine at the Harvard School, a Navy officer

by the name of Rod Hussey. He was well settled. He was a lawyer, too.

I said, "Rod, this is the story."

"Oh," he said, "how would you like to get involved in the war

crimes?"

I said, "Well, where's that going to be?U

"'R,lgh_t here in Tokyo in the Legal Section."

I s.aid, "Great."

So he said, "You go up and see Colonel Carpenter." So I go up

and see Colonel Carpenter and he says to me, "What do you want to do?"

"Well," I said, "I'm a lawyer. I studied at the Far East Civil

Af:.eairs School. I'm knowledgeable about the Geneva Convention. I

studied Japanese." All those people in the Legal Section had come up
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from Manila and they were judge advocate officers. And here was the

first guy that they'd laid eyes on that had been trained for a whole

year to do that. He said, "You're hired."

And I said, "What about my assignment to Korea?"

"Forget it. We'll handle it." So I go down, and my orders

were ass:igned to Korea. About two months later--this may be a

little exaggeration for effect--a telegram comes in from Korea:

"Arrest Bassin as a deserter. He's never shown up in Korea." They

were merely inquiring whatever happened to Bassin, you see, because

the orders went on. The other guy who said I was going to Korea, I

never saw him again. I don't know what happened to him. But it was

just this little circumstance, just running into Rod Hussey and tell-

ing him my problem. If I hadn't seen Rod Hussey in Harvard, if he

Jhad gone out to Sta~ford, I'd have been in Korea and my whole career
d

would have been completely different. That's the same way I got

into the Foreign Service, a telephone call.

When l' got to Tokyo and was finally assigned to the Legal Section,

I was not assigned to the war criminals unit, that is to the prosecution

of war criminals. The organization that I found at the time I arrived

at SCAP was S'imply the taking of the Hilitary Government Section, which

in military parlance was known as a G5 at a lower level. But at a

high level, the HacArthur's ..

END TAPE I, BEGIN TAPE II
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• 0 • at a lower level. But at the high level of MacArthur's

command, what happened was simply this. He broke up his command
that is, Commander in Chief of Far East,

into two aspects: one, he retained his title as CINCFE~/where he

was the top military cOIIlffiander of all three forces in the Far East.

Then he was Supreme COIIlffiander Allied Powers, which meant that he

was the top military governor in Japan. He had an Allied Commission

Japan to advise him. My guess is this was a sop to the Russians.

The Russ-fans wanted to occupy, as I recall--and this could be checked

out with other documents--wanted to occupy Hokkaido. MacArthur said,

as I remember, that he would let them send in occupation forces, but

they' would have to be between the British and the Americans, which

meant that he would position them somewhere in the Kobe-Osaka area.

This way he could control their logistics if they got out of hand.

The Russians of course said No, and the compromise was that they were

on the Allied Commission Japan by a military member, and

Sebold was; the American member after George Atcheson died.

The. Chines'e wanted to come into the occupation, but they wanted

to be. fully supported logi.stically by the Americans, which would have

meant gtvi~g them uniforms, equipment, trucks, etcetera, and all they

would supply would be the manpower. MacArthur put down his foot and

said No. Appa:r:ently if you did this for the Chinese, you would have

to do it for everybody else, and you don~t come in as a poor relation.

So the Chinese were represented on the Allied Commission where they

had a voice in expressing their ideas. They had no say whatsoever in

the governing of Japan. It a purely advisory body, and at
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times it wasn't even that much. Nobody paid attention to them

really, and I say nobody paid attention to them. Oh, they would

listen and so on, but it was not an effective body for the control

of the occupation policy, which was purely an American show.

Now it could be that in Washington the United States consulted

with the British and the Australians about occupation matters. But

to my' knowledge, we had very little to do with them. The British,

known as BCOF., British Commonwealth Occupation Forces, had a head-

quarters at in Tokyo. And they would provide guards around

the Imperial Palace in the early days of the occupation, but then

as the occupation went on, that disappeared too. When I arrived in

Japan :;tn October, about a month after the signing on the Missouri,

the, troops were not permitted to carry any arms or weapons except

on duty, like military police or when they were parading back and
:>

forth in front of the Imperial Palace as a show of conquering the

country. This has been said to be one of MacArthur's great decisions

of disc1rming his troops. And my own feeling is that it permitted

wides,pread American troops moving back and forth in Japan without

incident. I'm not saying that a soldier couldn't have been attacked

or roboed or vice versa but that there was no outward incident against

the J'apanese. And they were remarkably disciplined. It was nothing

that we had ever expected, that the Japanese when the Emperor said,

"Surrender," they surrendered. And there was none of this Bushido

code or the samurai idea, you know, they'd kill themselves but they'd

take, an enemy with them. I remember I would travel on subways,
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crowded subways, and only once or twice did I sense a hostile look

at me. And when I did I got out of the subw~y at the next stop.

But I could travel; a month after I got there I went up to Nikko all

by myself. I slept in a Japanese inn and stopped at Japanese places,

ate tn Japanese inns,without any incident whatsoever and without a

single weapon on me. I remember once I went up to an Armed Forces

rest place in Hakone, again before my family got there and I was

s·till in uniform. And the hotel had bicycles, so I decided to get

on a bicycle. to ride around. Foolishly, I decided to go downhill

and I lost control ot the bicycle. On one side of the road was a

s,teep cliff going right over and the road was a winding/road and

turning. And I decided that I would crash straight ahead into a

bamboo fence, figuring that the bamboo fence would have been better

than going off the side of the cliff. And I crashed;>the!bicycle was

des.troyed, and my uniform was torn. I was bruised and I just sat

stunned on the ground for about four or five minutes when a party of

Japanese came up. They looked at me, I looked at them. They didn't

touch me.. They went and picked up the bicycle, which was shattered,

and leaned it againS't the broken bamboo fence. And they looked at me,

nodded, and then walked away.

I found that rather strange but I later learned that a Japanese

does not get involved in any things of this kind for fear that he

migh.t he accused of HEving caused it. And they certainly could have

done a lot worse than that with a helpless person lying on the ground.

But I' got up and walked the broken bicycle back.
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in my 11 years in

Tokyo, or Japan, or my wife or any people that I knew, were we ever

molested or harmed as individuals. at this point also

point out that at the time of the Korean War, MacArthur decided to

send all his troops in Japan to Korea. And he left in Japan a

battalion or two of military police and that involved maybe several

hundred soldiers. And this was all the conquering, the army of

occupation/that we had in Tokyo. And he was able to do this because

he trusted the Japanese. Of course some people said the Japanese

found the Korean War a goldmine because they did all the work, they

fUe.d all bur airplanes, repaired all our ships, were tremendous

log:ts,tt~c centers. But they could have destroyed us. We had no

for'ces to carry out. And one of the basic principles of the law of

an occupation, of a belligerent occupation, is that the law derives

its righ_teousness or its standing from the force you have to back it

up whe.re might makes right. And it was this illustration to MacArthur

that convinced him that the Japanese deserved a peace treaty. And I

don·t care what they' say, but I think it was MacArthur who probably

initiated the fact that it was time for a peace treaty. He may have

been aided and abetted or maybe it was simultaneous. But from that

point on, from about 1950 on, we were getting ready.

Our problem was not so much in getting a peace treaty with

Japan but it was convincing our allies that one was long overdue

and what it should contain. And it was for that reason that we didn't

call a peace conference to sit around a table and to cast aspersions
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on Japan and to say this and say that. We learned from World War I

that the peace conference would be a disaster, so instead we came up
/John/

with a draft, the Japanese had a draft. And Foster Dulles and/Al1ison

would travel from country to country and sit around, discuss it, make

changes, go back again, did the LHenry/ Kissinger type of operation

of back and forth. And then when everything was all settled, they

called a conference in San Francisco, which was merely a signing and

speech-making ceremony. That's the way it happened.

Q: Could we go back to October of 1945? I'm going to bring you back to

the--

JB: All right. We'll come back to the October 1945, and I was assigned

to the Legal Section. When I got to the Legal Section and I was

assigned to the Law Division, there was one other officer there, a

second lieutenant, and he was not a lawyer. The reason for that is

that the Legal Section--when MacArthur had built up his SCAP Head-

quarters, he had to have a public health officer, he had to have a

government section to reform the government. He had to have, in

effect, a judge advocate to advise him on the law of the occupation,

whi.ch. the judge advocate could have done. But the judge advocate was

a purely military unit, and that belonged to CINCFE. So instead he

had the Legal Section to give him general counsel on what could and

could not De done. So in effect he had two headquarters with a

duplication.

When we got up to the upper reaches of MacArthur and his deputies,

they' were the same guys sitting there, but they would put on one hat
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when they were dealing with SCAP, another hat when they were dealing

with the occupation forces. The Eighth Army headquartered in Yokohama.

The Sixth Army never got to Japan. It was the Eighth Army who came

into the, s,tationed at Yokohama under General Eichelberger", was the

unit that provided the execution of :MacArthur~s directives, and we'll

come to that a little later on.

But in any event, in the Legal Section, the Law Division, when

I got there was myself, and I was made chief of it, and this second

lieutenant. And I was not put into war criminal work. The war crimes

unit that came up to Tokyo had been organized in :Manila, and its head

was' Colonel Carpenter, who was a Harvard Law School graduate and was

a lieutenant colonel and MacArthur picked him up, made him the top

guy' in the judge advocate field there, and put him in charge of war

criminal work. And he had around him a very able group of judge

advocates, lawyers in private life from allover the country. And

their job. was' to collect evidence to try war criminals. And when

the headquarters moved quickly up to Tokyo, this unit came up. And

they' were going to try the war criminals in Japan.

Now the war criminals were to be tried by the war criminal unit

of the Legal Section, and they were to be defended by the judge

advocates of the Eighth Army. I'm talking now about the Band C as

dis.ti.nguished between A" Band e~ I forget now what the

was: between Band C, but the A criminals were the major criminals

like .LGeneral Hideki/ Tojo, what's that fellow who became foreign

mini.s:ter again in Japan?
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JB: No., It was, {Genera,l Tomo.,-yuk.f..! Yamash:ita and all those.,.."'"

Q: Hirota?

JB: Hirota and Tojo and some others. They were the top criminals. They

were being prosecuted by Joe Keenan, who was a distinguished lawyer

that came out from the United States. And they set up what they

called the International Prosecution Section. And that section had

both prosecutors and defense. Defense lawyers were brought out

from the United States solely for this job,; and we didn't have much to

do with, them in the Legal Section. But as the years went by, after

the verdict was put in, it was MacArthur as SCAP that reviewed the

sentences and not as CINCFE. And so the judgments came down to our

off:i.ce, and there wasn't much of a review that could be done. Of

cours,e he sa.fd, ¥ou know, with a distinguished group of judges sit-

t~Lng on the International Court, there wasn ~ t very much he could do.

And he Vila.sn' t going to second"-guess them, so he carried out the

sentences. And Sebgld witnessed the execution with the Russians.

And Seb\ld told me that he witnessed this execution and he wanted the

RU$;stans' to COme,although they were reluctant to witness this,
want

be.ca,us.e he dtdn '!./the story to come out later that we didn't execute

I
him., and he forever closed that. Now there's that story.

Well, coming back again to the i~fsecution, I personally didn't

in the Law Division, did not get involved in these war crime trials

except to he. sure that the courts were set up in accordance with the

tnternat:i.onal law. And once the courts were set up in such a way as


