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Q: Mr. Howes, letts start by learning something about your background. Hould 

you tell me where you were born, something about your family and your early 

education? 

JH: I was born in Chicago and had a very ordinary childhood. The first 18 years 

of my lif;e I lived in southern Illinois and then along the Mississippi River 

in Wisconsin where 'my father was a railroad construction engineer and we 

followed his projects. And then from the age of two until 18 I lived in a 

suburb of Chicago, Hinsdale. It was a bedroom suburb of Chicago and had a 

f;ine school system, which was the reason I suspect that my parents wanted to 

be there, and was a kind of; a theocratic community with a couple of large 

churches and was fiercely Prohibitionist and still is. Not that people didn't 

drink but that they couldn't buy liquor in the town. And it wasn't a suburb 

in the sense of suburbs now. It was far enough out from Chicago so it was a 

small town with. a population of about 7,000 at that time. And the only thing 

that was different about my upbringing was that my mother and her family had 

been missionaries in India f;or a hundred years. At that time it wasn't a 
as a missionary 

hundred years but my great-grandfather had gone to Indi~/in 1857 and my 
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had been born in Lahore, what is now He was one of 

eight children, six of whom became missionaries and had specialties in 

mission. My grandfather's specialty was rural evangelism, which really meant 

that he was one of the first of the sociologists of rural conditions in India. 

Q: vIhat denomination? 

JH: It was Presbyterian. He didn't write sociology, but the kind of stuff that 

I grew up hearing about India was the sort of thing that the Weisers wrote 

in their Behind Mud Walls. And the Weisers were of my grandfather. 

So my mother was brought up in India also on the plains, and her early mem

o~ies were of having a bicycle of her own at the age of six, which she would 

ride along with her parents on their trips. And then my grandfather had a 

rope that he would pull her. When she got tired, she'd get pulled riding the 

bicycle.. She came back just for hex education. From the age of eight until 

about the time she graduated from the university she was back and then went 

b..;:tck· to Jndi.a and had planned to become a missionary herself. She was a reg

is·tered nurse when she decided instead to marry and settle down in Chicago. 

So I came along within two years of when she gave up the idea of being a 

miss.ipnary. She and h.er family took it for granted that I would be a missionary 

to India and therefore, since my grandmother and my mother both spoke Hindustani 

fluently, I had the chance to learn Hindustani as a second language from the 

word go. But it didn~t have much currency in the suburbs of Chicago where I 

grew up, so I rebelled. Hindustani was in our family the woman's language 

and my father and my brother and I made common cause against it. My father 

was. a great man's liberationist because he'd been brought up by his mother and 

his aunt and his three elder sisters. And his twin brother had died when he 
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was 12, so he was very to have sons All of these went to not 

learning Hindustani, but at the same time to be very much concerned about 

learning Oriental languages. This was something that was very common and 

everybody did it and it was nothing at all strange. 

The other thing in my upbringing was that it was days of train travel 

and people coming from the West Coast to the East Coast, which was where the 

mission headquarters were, always had to change trains in Chicago. So we 

would have people coming out to the house who had known my mother in college 

who then were missionaries in Korea or Japan or China. A cousin of mine went 

to teach in China when I was 12 years old and he stopped in to see us on his 

way out. And then he married another person who'd been teaching in Oberlin 

in China. This sort of milieu was suburban Chicago, but it was also Oriental 

or As.ian at about the highest level of sophistication that was common. And 

the Presbyterian Mission Board in India at that time, as far as I can tell, 

had very, very good people, and certainly as I matured found out that the 
that it was 

reputati.on of my mother's family Wa!!.../considered one of the great mission 

dynasties. So that I had a sense of belonging to that dynasty which became 

very burdensome becaus,e the expectations of becoming a missionary, while they 

were q,ui.te legitimate and I accepted them also, the rational part of me didn't 

particularly li.ke them. 

I graduated from high school in 1942. The draft and the war had just 

started. 

Q: Could I ask you your recollections of Pearl Harbor? 

JH: Yes. As a matter of fact, we were very, I think, much more aware of foreign 

relations and the drama of World War II was much more than any kind of drama 
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that goes on now. So the gradual involvement of war in Europe in 1937 and 

1939, mixed with the Depression, which was also big news at the same time, 

worsening relations--we were in Chicago Tribune country, which meant that 

everything on both coasts was suspect. The East Coast, they were all British 

lovers trying to get us in war in Europe and that was bad. On the West Coast, 

it was all the Japs and they were trying to get us in war there, and that was 

bad. And Chicago didn't want to do anything except not do anything at all. 

But the Chicago Daily News had Edgar Snow as their correspondent in China, so 

the Red Star Over China we were reading in installments as part of the Chicago 

Daily News foreign coverage. Therefore, we were quite well informed for the 

United States and on Pearl Harbor, it was a Sunday afternoon, Mr. Newman 

across the street telephoned and asked me if my father was home. I said no, 

my father wasn't home" And he said, ft1..Jell, when he comes home, tell him that 

the Japanese have at tacked Pearl Harbor ~ 1I And I said, ~'Thank you" and put down 

the phone. I realized that this was very serious, but I didn't know where 

Pearl Harbor was, and I tried to find out the next day_ I was sick much of 

that year. I'd had a bad succession of illnesses, so I didn't go to school. 

But they did have a special assembly to hear the roll call vote for the 

Declaration of War, and I heard it at home on the radio and my classmates 

heard it at school on the radio. 

I think there was a very real sense of all hell having broken loose. 

One of our high school teachers, a favorite one, immediately volunteered for 

the service and was off. And for the rest of us, it was just going through 

the routine, "Let's see~" 
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Q: What was your age at that time? 

JH: Well, in Pearl Harbor I was still 17. But one of the things that the 

Hinsdale High School did that was most unusual was that they had at the end 

of the twenties decided that excessive graduation parties were just too much. 
the city of 

And they had decided to substitute for this a week's trip t~Washington for 

the senior class in the spring of their graduating year. This was a festival 

in the city. The high school band saw you off on the train and they took 

what usually amounted to a special train. There were 150 in the graduating 

class, and this was seeing Williamsburg and the Houses of Congress and so 

forth. And so this was during the spring of the first year of the war, and it 

was the last one that was ever done of these. But what had been there for a 

very distinguishing festival of the high school was carried out in very dif .... 

ferent circumstances because there was mobilization everywhere around. And 

we all had a sense that this was the end of this kind of an era. So when we 

were graduated, I hadn t t decided what college I \Vas going to go to. I ended 

up in Kalamazoo College, which I stumbled into, went to because it was cheaper 

than Oberlin, which I really wanted to go to, unbelievably cheap. It was 

$625 for everything~ room, board, tuition, everything but books,and from which 

I got a $125 scholarship. So it was $500, which happened to be exactly what my 

parents had s.et aside for one year of college for me. 

At Kalamazoo College two things happened. Very shortly after I arrived 

th.ere I met Cynthia Earl, who was David Earl's sister. And I heard from her 

:t:irst about the. Naval School of Oriental Languages and decided that if it 

should ever come to it that I would like to go to that school. I didn't have 

much-,.-· 
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q: How did she happen to know about this? 

JH: Because her brtther was in it" Her brother, David, was in it, and that's 

where I first heard about him~ During that year at Kalamazoo College, the 

whole school only had 325 students, and I suppose there were about 40 men 

in the Freshman Class. ,And by the end of the year, only those of us that 

had signed up ;eor the Navy were left, maybe 15 boys in the Freshman Class. 

I then went to Western Michigan College for my first Navy Officer Training 

and then Cornell University where I was commissioned. At the end of the 

four months~ training period, they came around looking for volunteers for 

the language schools: Chinese, Japanese, Russian and Malay* I decided to 

go for Japanese s.imply because it seemed to me there would be many more slots 

in Japanese. I could have gotten into anyone that I wanted then because it 

was the very beginning of the recruitment to expand the language school in 

preparation for the invasion of Japan.. They had been closing it down--this 

was the Boulder school--and both my commanding officer and I were intensely 

relieved about this because I had the highest grades.. I was second highest 

in total grades and highes.t in navigation, and navigation was the most crit

ical of the subjects in my graduating class.. But I was very poor in seaman

ship which meant giving orders. And almost all the rest of the class went 

into landing craft, some of them to the three landing crafts, lSD-foot landing 

crafts going in coveys across the Pacific Ocean with an ensign in charge of 

each one and trying to stay together so that they could compare their sight

ings because nobody was trained well enough to do anything. Others were going 

on landing craft, one ensign for three small landing craft going across the 

Pacific. Because my seamanship grades were so poor and I was obviously so 
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lousy at leading close order drill that my commanding officer was almost as 

happy as I was that I got into the language program. 

Q: Could I ask, by the way, while you were still an undergraduate, were you in.,.. 

terested in his.tory or politics? 

JH: Well, there was no undergraduate, you see. Because of the war I only had 

five s.emeste"(s of universj:ty~ And at Kalamazoo College I took German, Astronomy 

and English, 'Mathematics. It was really ,as far as I was concerned it was are .... 

do of senior year of high school because it was one of those--standards were 

such in those days that even very fine. colleges had to redo a lot of high 

s.chool for some of their students" And so I spent a lot of time taking organ 

les.sons. That was the last formal organ study that I did. 

Then at Western Michigan it was all Navy, more Hath, more German, more 
on 

Phys.ics and a cours.§/the Bible as Literature and Public Speaking but nothing 

having to do with A,si.a. 

Q: Could I also ask whether in growing up in Chicago you were politically 

conscious, whether you had feelings about the Democrats, the Republicans, 

FDR {Franklin D. Roosevel!/, the New Deal, the Depress.ion? 

JH: Yes. I swallowed the Chicago Tribune whole, that is I was a staunchly, a 

staunch Midwesterner in spite of the fact that I was from a very international 

family. I shared their suspicions of the East Coast and some of my high school 

chums who were going to places like Williams and so forth tried to persuade me 

to apply. But I felt that Midwest was good enough. I think, yes, it was a 

Republican community, and I was a rather unthinking Republican, more concerned, 

very much concerned with morality in foreign relations and the morality of the 

war and so on, but otherwise a Republican. 
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I had my appendix taken out a few days before Roosevelt was elected for 

the third term and read about that in the hospital and so forth. 

Q: Well, getting back now to your language training, would you tell me something 

about that? What was the routine like and the methods and your courses and 

whether you concentrated on spoken or written Japanese? 

JH: Well, in the first place, it was 16 weeks on and one week off. It was the 

beginning of the trimester system. In the second place, I think the biggest 

mistake that I made, the biggest mistake that was made for me--Glen Shaw was 

in charge of the school at this time, and the academic dean was Susuma 

Nakamura from the University of California at Berkeley. And Shaw~s introduc ..... 

tory comments were--I arrived by myself and he assured me that it was a very 

fine, difficult school and I should try as hard as possibles It was impossible 

to learn Japanese, but I should try. And I think my big mistake was that I 

believed him. The others that were coming in with the kind of hauteur of 

Yale and Harvard really didn't believe it, and they did as well with a lot 

less work. None of them are still in the business as far as I know~ 

But as I recall, i.t was two hours of grammar and reading and one hour of 

kakitori and one hour of conversation a day. Lunch was strictly in Japanese 

because we had an instructor who had lunch with us. We had films once a 

week from Japan. We listened to the Tokyo hoso every noon along with lunch. 

And I arrived at 11:00 in the morning and sat down to lunch one hour later 

and had one of the toughest teachers to have lunch with. I had taken all 

this conversational German so everything came out in German, much to his con"" 

sternation and mine. But from the very beginning And we 

were given a list of 20 phrases we had to memorize the first night and then 
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substitution tables, a red pencil and a green pencil and an orange pencil. 

The routine was five days of work, tests on Saturday morning and one 

hour of close order drill on Saturday morning but physical education, I think, 

two or three hours a week Monday to Friday. Since it was in Boulder, it's a 

beautiful summer resort community and we frequently would go hiking in the 

mountains on the weekends, Saturday and Sunday. 

Q: This was about 1944? 

JH: This was 1944, November of 1944 and all of 1945. And I was graduated in 

J'anuary 1946. And:it was there that I first met, for instance, Beasley and 

Roy Andrew Miller, not Herschel Webb. He went to Stillwater and most of the 

students were transferred to Stillwater~ Sid Brown.. I'm not sure if I can 

remember--ah, yes, Charles Sheldon. They were all part of my class there. 

The training was in small groups, classes of four or five. Teachers were 

changed ;frequently~ The Japanese were all interned. They were free as long 

as they didn't leave Boulder, and it was very easy to control exit and ingress 

because there were trains and buses. The 'Japanese didn't have cars, so it 

was really a perfect prison as far as they were concerned and for us it was 

a perfect learning experience as long as we didn't fail, nothing happened to us. 

We could get home. I could get home to Chicago for my one week in 17 off~ 

Q: Did you do much reading in Japanese culture or history along with all this 

intensive language training? 

JH: Nothing, nothing~ No, I didn't hear about Sir George Sansom until later. 

Q; And since the war ended while you were still being trained in Japanese, what 

were you being trained for? Did you know that you might have some occupation 

duty,? 
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JH: No. It appeared to me later when I was teaching courses on Japan and learned 

that the date of the invasion of Kyushu was October 1, 1945, and that almost 

to the day was the first date that I would have been eligible. It was a 14-

month course, but after 12 months you could be sent out any time. So that I 

would have been finishing my course almost exactly the time that they had 

planned the invasion. We were given 32 dictionaries and a foot locker and 

at that time they were assigning people one to a task force, so it was a 

rather lonely job. The Navy was unlike the Army. Instead of having lots of 

interpreters who could pool their knowledge, a Navy man was frequently by 

himself but with all these dictionaries. 

When I was graduated I was shipped to the 5th and K in Washington. The 

name of the building may come back. I'm not sure whether it still exists or 

not. It was an old parking lot, I think, a six-floor building which had had 

very simple uses. but I can remember that my first arrival, the first person I 

met on my new job was Helen Craig McCullough who was a lieutenant junior grade 

and had the duty that day and greeted me in. It was a very dispirited lot 

because they were picking up whole libraries in Japan, the South Manchurian 

Railway Library, for instance, and shipping it back. It was called the 

Washington Document Center. And we were just out of language school. We 

didn't have--when you got out of the Navy was determined by how many points 

you had and you gained points by the kind of service and the amount of service 

you ha,d had., Most of us had never seen a ship, so we didn't have any seaborne 

service. And weld been in s.chool most of the time so that our months were the 

lowest poss.ible kind o£ months. So that we weren't eligible to get out o£ the 

Navy and here they had all these libraries shipped in from Japan. And th_ey 
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wanted to have some idea of what the libraries were. I think this is the 

basis of your collection in part. Some of them were shipped back to Japan 

but for instance I can remember the most frustrating things. It was the 

blind leading the blind. In the whole loft there was one guy that knew some 

Japanese, enough to make any difference, and the rest of us were there with 

our 32 dictionaries . trying to puzzle these things out. We had a minimum of I 

think 20 book titles and authors that we had to transcribe, and that was a 

day·s work. And then we were supposed to give a sentence or two 8ummary of 

contents which. of course was manifestly impossible, given the degree of our 

knowledge~ But after puzzling and you'd hate to go to the one guy who knew 

about it, But after puzzling and puzzling and puzzling, you'd finally give up 

and go and ask him. Then it would turn out to be a Russian novel in trans

lation, all katakana. And the title was all in katakana of the Russian 

original,· and this was boring. The most interesting one I had was some 

battleship diaries which were mimeographed and which told about fantastic 

Japanese. successes in the Western Pacific on a very specific day, the number 

of ·carriers they'd shot down, battleships they'd shot down. And it was good 

enough 80 that I thought I'd call the Office of Naval History and see what 

our records showed. They were very accommodating and they called back in 

about an hour and said that their records showed that there were no American 

losses in the Western Pacific that day. So that was real translation of 

something that made a difference. 

I was very aware of the fact that I was in Washington and wanted to see 

more. So I availed myself of doing the duty. Somebody had to spend the night 

with the documents every night, and I would request this duty because the 
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following day you could have off and since you~d slept all night you. could 

then go up and attend committee sessions and so forth. So I enjoyed doing 

this and I can remember the clean:i:ng ladies used to get quite irked that 

they had to have a naval officer watching them clean and I us.ed to feel kind 

of silly doing it myself. And one lady said, HI guess they think we're going 

to steal these books or something. We couldn't even read them.f! And of 

course I didn~t feel that I could actually say, "Well, we can't either, lady~ 

But that·s not the point." 

The most exciting night was when I was s:econd duty officer. I'm trying 

to think of--I guess I must have been the duty officer" Second duty officer 

because I was wakened and told that there was a fire across the street. And 

I had to go down in the middle of the night and the great Washington Market 

had been acros.s the street from us at 5th and K" It was a wonderful open-air 

farmers' market. It burned and as part of this there was water allover the 

building and seeping down through the elevator area~ And that meant that the 

duty of;ficer called me to have a second duty officer to watch all the firemen. 

The most exciting thing in my time there was. that I was asked if I wanted 

to go to Guam. We all had signed up because. we wanted desperately to get to 

the Pacific area.. Not all of us, but a lot of; us. And Guam sounded a long 

way from Tokyo to me so I said no thank YOll, I'd wait for Tokyo. And the 

fellow who took Guam had to serve as the interpreter for the commanding gen-· 

eral until he was executed. So I was quite glad that I did not have that 

assignment. 

In the middle of July 1946, the Navy released us and as we were released 

from the Navy, we walked into the next room and there was an Army man 
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recruiting us as civilians to go to serve in Tokyo. [General Dougla~/ 

MacArthur did not want naval officers cluttering up things, but he des

perately needed linguists. So the Navy was busy returning to civilian 

life 2,000 trained linguists and any of those who were dumb enough to sign 

up with the Army immediately got their pay doubled and could go as civilians 

to Japan. So this is what--I signed up for this in July and didn't leave for 

Japan until November. We left from New York on--there were a couple of famous 

ships that took people out and mine was the Blatchford. It took us 52 days to 

get to Tokyo. I've forgotten what the other one--there was another one that 

went ahead of us, and they thought that they had taken longer than anybody 

else because it took them 50 days. But morale was very, very low. 

Q: Why so long? 

JH: We had 1400 troops for Okinawa, 200 civilian women and 200 civilian men, and 

not a wave on the whole trip. It was the smoothest ocean trip I've ever been 

on and all sorts of hanky-panky developing over this. The captain was a 

Merchant Marine captain and when he found out that I was a retired naval 

officer, he couldn't get over it, how anybody would retire from a commission 

in the American Navy" And he allowed us--because the weather was so good and 

we were all bored Billy, Donald Richie, whose name you also know, who is a 

very good source for you by the way because he was in the occupation along with 

us, was a very brash young man. And among other things, he was a composer and 

we organized a choir on this ship. I was the conductor and Donald Richie com

posed a Christmas cantata for us. And going into Panama somebody threw sand in 

the generators, so we had a week in Panama while they fixed the generators and 

found out that our cabin boy had been smuggling heroin, so we lost the cabin 
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boy and got a new oneo And going into Hawaii there was more sand in the 

generators one day out of Hawaii. So we limped into Hawaii and had a week 

in Hawaii. And this time the cabin boy something else he was caught doing, 

so we got a third cabin boy out of Hawaii. This is indicative of the general 

morale and tenor of the service. 

Then we headed for Okinawa and we got to Okinawa on Christmas Eve and I 

visited the grave of a high school friend. The troops all left us and it was 

a rather dispirited bunch of people who left Okinawa on Christmas morninge 

Donald's. cantata was. unsingable. He didn't know that sopranos couldn't sing 

high CiS generally speaking and gasses couldn't sing 10wC's generally speaking. 

So although we had worked and worked and worked on the thing, which was all 

a cappella and very sophisticated, because it was Christmas Day and everybody 

had been drunk the night before, it never got performed. So if you see Donald 

Richie, ask him about his Christmas cantata sometime. 

Q: I will. 

JH: That put us into Yokohama on the 27th of December, 28th probably, in the mid
the 

dIe of a typhoon. And we had to s.it in/Yokohama harbor for about 10 hours. 

And then we were taken out to the on which was known 

as the Continental Hotel in those days. I had been also teaching Japanese on 

the ship and was considered the re8ident s,pecialist on Japanese things, and 
with 

80 :it was _I considerable interest that I woke up, the first morning. We'd 

simply ,gotten off the s:hip and gotten into the hotel about 9:00 and had 

gotten some cold food from the k:itchen and then went to bed. vfuen I was 

having break£ast; I met a young carpenter who'd been on the ship with us 

and he hadn't wasted his first night. 

END SIDE I, BEGIN SIDE II 
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I met a young carpenter who'd been on the ship with us and he hadn't wasted 

his first night in bed in the hotel, and he told me all about Japanese 

domestic architecture, which was a surprise to me that he'd learned a 

great deal mor,e practical about Japan in his first night than I knew about. 

We were there--do you want me just to go on? 

Q: Yes. In fact, I don't know what is on your mind next, but I did want to 

know very much about your first impressions of Japan, having studied the 

language and not having studied culture or history particularly. How did 

Japan strike you when you arrived? 

JH: Well, naturally I stopped in at the Mission Board in New York before I got 

on that ship and they recommended Sir George Sansom's Short Cultural History. 

Q: That's when you became acquainted? 

JH: And another friend recommended that I take along War and Peace. So I had 

War and Peace and A Short Cultural History of Japan. The Short Cultural 

History was murky. I gayly assign it to students my age now and they're 

supposed to read it and enjoy it, but I found it very difficult to read. 

The first impression of Japan was no impression because of the weather 

we arrived in. The following day--of course it was right at the year-end 

period, but I did report in to work I think a day or two later, perhaps the 

very next day. 

Q: Now you mentioned reporting to work. You already knew what type of assign ..... 

ment you would have? Or you were just reporting generally for an assignment? 

JH: I think that at that point we were given assignments. I'm not sure when I was 

given an assignment but it was to ATIS, Allied Translator and Interpreter 
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Service, and they were in the NYK Building which at that time was to the west 

of Tokyo Station. And my route to work led north to the and then 

west along the through the and out onto the plaza 

to the west of Tokyo Station. And that was when I walked. There were buses. 

There was a local bus transportation system of sort of jerry-built Japanese 

buses that we used. But I preferred to walk. The whole area was burned out. 

Ours was a concrete eight-story building and had been one of the most modern 

and had a very famous restaurant on the top floor. But the at that time 

was just wooden. The canal was still there so you walked in over these 

wooden, rapidly deteriorating, having just been built a year or two before 

after the fire bombings, through the station, which was very dirty, and 

then out to the NYK Building where I was assigned in a section that was work

ing with maps. And these were Japanese maps. This might for some reason be 

classified because the whole job was classified but not as highly as the 

stuff I was doing later" These were Japanese maps of the Soviet Union and my 

only recollection of the duty there for six months was that my boss didn't 

know the word "potable." So when I came across water which was 

drinkable on the map, I translated it as potable and he checked me on it and 

wanted to know what this meant. So we had to get the dictionary out. It was 

relatively boring. I thought it was very boring work and I was meeting people 

who were doing much more interesting work. 

But two things happened very shortly. Hhen I got to Japan and what made 

my experience different from most people's was first of all, the family back

ground where this was not unusual. Hy mother, you know, I might have been 

saying to her, "Well, I'm going to a park for the afternoon and I'm going to 

Japan." 
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"Why, sure." 
but 

My father was a little hesitan.!./when he heard I was going to go through 

the Panama Canal, he thought it was terrific, as the civil engineer. So 

that I got to Japan and right away started looking around and trying to use 

my Japanese. And the first feeling was a tremendous feeling of restraint 

because we were going with the first dependents, and they were coming in. 

And with the coming of the dependents, the structure of the occupation 

changed in order to clean it up. And all sorts of contact with Japanese 

became illegal. You couldn't eat Japanese food, you couldn't travel on 

trains with Japanese, .you couldn't stay in Japanese houses. And I found 

this very irksome because I generally was a law-abiding type. But the 

very thing that I had come for was cut off, and from the day I arrived it 

was that way. But those that had been there anything longer than two weeks 

more than I had been there had known a tremendous freedom when they could do 

all these things. So they weren't about to change, and I spent a lot of 

time being worried about all the laws I was breaking and worryirg about getting 

caught for breaking the laws, although the chances of getting caught were very 

light because I could speak well enough so that the Japanese would never think-.... 

I wouldn't get into a situation where I could get caught unless I just happened 

to get off a train and there was an MP /Military Polic~/ s.tanding there watching 

me, which didn't happen very often. 

Q: By this you mean you were eating Japanese food or you were visiting Japanese? 

JH: Well, I was longing for this chance and this is where my Japan begins to 

bifurcate into two. Let me tell you the private side first and then we can 
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go back to the public side. 

I was very glad with this missionary background that I was in a mission 

country but not a missionary and in a very neutral background. And very 

quickly I met a friend of our family's named Agone Hessel, who was one of the 

most controversial people in the occupation. He was an alien property cus~ 

todian, I think, and he had been a German missionary before the war. His wife 

had died. He'd married an American, so after the war he was an American. He "d 

lived in Chicago and Indiana during the war~ My aunt had taught his children 

in primary school so we'd gotten to know him during the war and I knew Agone 

Hessel. He was very Germanic and very determined about everything, cordially 

hated by most people but because he was a friend of the family I didn't hate 

him. He was the one that introduced me into the personal side of Japan be-

caus.e as a missionary he had his own contacts. And in February he invited me 

skiing up to Lake NOjiri, which was a missionary watering place. And many of 

the foreigners and foreigners married to Japanese had been sequestered up at 

Lake Nojiri during the war. Hessel had a cabin there from before the war, so 

we went up skiing and he introduced me to a Takahashi family and Hr. Takahashi 

had married a Swiss lady. This meant that I later went up to Nojiri a couple 

of times on my own and visited the Takahashis and took up all sorts of occupa-

tion food and delighted in my first tenpura. It was vegetable tenpura which 

Mrs .. Takahashi, this Swiss lady, made for me. But it was really delicious 

and of course they were glad to get all the chocolate and stuff that I brought 

and I was really glad to get even tenpura made by a gaijin up there. 
his 

Agone Hess,el told me that/faith in American young men had been restored 

because I enjoyed skiing at his--that's the only skiing I've ever done in my 
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life, as a matter of fact, but up at his place. And he knew 

of my interest in church music and so he asked me in the fall of 1947 if I 

would be interested in organizing a church choir. I certainly would be inter-

ested in it and I went out to the little church right near the Amuse-

ment Park now at I think it was. And there was a large 

mission property owned by the German Mussion Board and I talked to the minister 

and he said yes, they'd very much like to have a choir. I think the break

through in my whole history, the study of Christianity in Japan, came simply 

when I asked him what music would he like to do rather than saying that I 

would get some music and we would sing it. Something in me told me that 

I really should ask him what he would like to do. And his answer was, "Oh, 

we'd like to do some Bach cantatas." Now as an organist I was familiar with 

the name of Bach but very few Americans were at that point. And I knew vaguely 

that Bach had written some cantatas but that's all that I knew. So I gulped 

to myself and said, "Fine. Which ones would you like to have me order?" And 

he gave me two which on subsequent study I discovered were the simplest two 

Bach cantatas. "Unsisteinkindgeboren," which is a Christmas one, and 

ttAustiefernot," which is an Easter one. So I ordered these through. 

Lyon and Healy in Chicago. 

So my first contact, really close contact, was with this church. And all 

fall I went out, I think it was Thursday nights, the good choir practice night 

throughout the world, and usually in flickering candlelight because there 

wasn't enough electricity to go around. And at the peak use periods the lights 

would almost go out. With the whole congregation in the church, we practiced 
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and practiced and practiced. I played a little pump organ and practiced with 

this choir. There was a lady named Madame 

She was the harpsichordist. 

Q: She was Wilton Dillon's landlady. 

,not Madame 

JH: Wilton Dillon's friend. There was another one, another German lady--not 

but the name mayor may not come to me--who was giving voice 

lessons. So I went to her and got the two soloists that were required and 

could easily pay for them out of my money and took them back. And we worked 

and we had a dress rehearsal on Christmas Eve and then we were going to have a 

performance on Christmas Day. I had met Herschel Webb out there for the first 

time and knew him and knew his interest and he knew mine. And I said, "Well, 

Herschel, I'm conducting a Bach cantata this evening. Would you like to come 

out and hear it?" 

IISure ," said Herschel. So we went out and Herschel was the only one in 

the audience. And I took them to task for this, you know, I thought we'd been 

working so hard on it. 

They said, "1...;rell, this is our Christmas service. We don it want anybody 

else in. This is a church." So the only person in the audience was Herschel 

that night. The following Easter we did "Austiefernot," the same thing, and 

it was a little bit more difficult. We had about 10 people in the audience. 

They recognized this, so they did let some people know that we were performing 

and I tm sure that this was the first time after ~Jorld War II that anybody was 

doing Bach cantatas in Japan. 

Th.e minister, to finish with the church story, was Katsafumio, who still 

is living and is known as a real rebel within the church, a man of very decided 
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temperament. And through him and long talks I heard about his relationship 

with the missionary and how really, the rubbing points, how he couldn't get 

along with Agone Hessel. And then I'd hear from Hessel about how he couldn't 

get along with Fukatso.And so the interest in Uchimura developed from this, 

knowing that the sophistication of the Japanese clergy was much higher than I 

had ever expected. He wanted the Bach cantatas to sing because they had had 

the complete works of Bach at that church and it just happened that the door 

to the godon had been open the night of the bombing so that it had all been 

burned out, and the bombing had come right up to the--the church had been 

burned but the pastor's house hadn't been burned. The fires had come that 

close, and there was a gaijinkan and a the minister's house and 

the foreign pastor's hous.e next to each other. And Hessel was in one and 

Fukatsu was in the other. So my introduction to the study of Christianity 

in Japan and then into Uchimura was because I had seen these two people and 

seen the lack of understanding between them and felt that the first thing 

that was in order was to get some understanding of the Japanese church be

cause it didn't fit with any of the stereotypes that I had. So 30 years 

later I·mstill working on that. 

Now that was the first introduction into Japanese society. The next 

one came as part of my job. On my 23rd birthday, which was in June of 1947, 

I was tapped on the shoulder by a Canadian friend and asked if I would like 

a different job and I thought I would. He introduced me to another job, but 

let me give you how I got to know him, wh.ich is some of the same story. 

Because I was in Japan and had for the first time all time, two days a 

week off, and I wasn't a student and I was very much interested in the culture 
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and very mad that I could see so little of it I went to a church, the Ginza 
think 

Methodist Church one Sunday. l;/just found it on my own and this was before 
there 

I'd started working with th.e choir" And there was a foreigne!:/named Ernest 

Bott, and he gave me a ride in his jeep and befriended me~ He was represent-

ing Licensed Agencies for Relief in Asia!, LARA, ·or as it was known in Japanese, 

RARA, which was the agency for private relief coming into Japan 3 All the 

government stuff came separately. The United Church of Canada represented 

the Protestant denominations in Canada and the U.S. The Catholics were rep--

resented with. one man and the Friends· Service Committee was represented by 

Esther Rhodes. So I indicated, again because this s.eemed to be a way to get 

to know something about a different part of Japan, they were interested to 

meet me and I was obviously available to help. And s.o they gave me the LARA 

truck which because I was in the occupation I could have maintained very 

easily. They were there under sufferance that they had to be strictly on the 

Japanes.e economy. And although they had a weapons carrier U" S. Government 

truck, they couldn't maintain it very easily because the Japanese couldn't 

maintain it. And I was given the truck in return for keeping it maintained 

and th.en I agreed to provide a driver one day a week to use their truck to 

deliver their stuff;" This of course got me to know--Bott was one of the 

very hes.t of the prewar missionaries. with a tremendous social conscience and 

a Canadian. And Es.ther Rhodes, of course, is well known. But I got to 
of 

know al.!./them because I was their delivery boy for taking things. And of 

course this got me into all sorts of orphanages and s.ituations which other 

people didn't get into. And because I knew Japanese, I could make the most 
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of it for my own purposes. 

I started organizing the Continental Hotel and the Aisu Hotel to get 

people to service this truck and finding others like myself that had some 

concern and some desire and mostly some knowledge of the language. And one 

of the people that I met through this was Lloyd Graham, who was a Canadian, 

and he was in Central Intelligence Section. And it was he then who tapped 

me on the shoulder and asked me if I wanted another job. Now I'll just go 

ahead and tell you all about it and you can show me how you want to use it. 

Then you can ask about it if necessary. But I have said that I would not 

discuss this. 

I was transferred to the Civil Intelligence Section, which had its 

offices right above MacArthur's offices in the Dai-Ichi Building. We were 

on the seventh floor, so I can say to all my grandchildren that my office 

was above MacArthur's. This means that we have our own collection of 

MacArthur stories. 

Q: Which I hope you will get into. 

JH: Well, perhaps. There were two sections. One was Special Operations and 

one was General Operations, I think. General Operations was in fact the 

policing at the SCAP LSupreme Commander Allied Power~/ level of the occupation 

reforms. It's here where the basic decisions about who was going to be purged 

on the political side were made. All sorts of reports came in from the 

Civil Intelligence corps and the various Military Government teams. These 

were analyzed, more information was requested. And I had a desk in that office. 

Special Operations was off to the side. Special Operations was set up, T think 

in the spring of 1947, and this was a result of the--this was the Communist 
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scare, one. Herbert Norman was in charge of it until people began to suspect 

him and then maybe your friend Aiso was in charge of it. I don't remember. 

But we knew that they were the Communist scare people. I didn't know very 

many of them, I didn't have anything to do with them. 

In my own branch beside Lloyd Graham, who was in that loft office, the 

person that I got to know best was Ken Colton and got to know him really very 

well. But because my office was so secret and was all staffed by Japanese 

except for myself, I had to have an office outside the Dai-Ichi Building. So 

on my 23rd birthday I was given a commission to staff an office with 20 people, 

establish a procedure for hiring them, hire them, find an office, get office 

supplies, set up a procedure for filing 4 x 8 cards,which we cut down to 4 x 6 

and filed,of 2 million repatriates from Russian territory. .And these were the 

repatriates that were brought back from Manchuria and Russia. Each repatriate 

filled in one form as he came and they came in through the ports of fr~~iztlru and 

Hakodate They were naturally of interest to people with the Russian scare 

coming up. And the first thing that happened when they got to Maizuru and 

Hokodate was that they were given a delicious Japanese bath, which required 

them to remove all their clothes and their clothes were very carefully taken 

apart while they were in the bath and then put back together for them. They 

had yukata for a few days of debriefing and when they got their clothes back, 

they had been thoroughly searched for anything that they might be carrying 

back with them. Then they were released into the Japanese countryside. So 

that the form that they filled out at the port of entry was the only check 

that it was possible to make on these people. So if for any reason anybody 

wanted to collect any of these people again, they had to rely on our file. 
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These forms had been sent in to Tokyo willy-nilly where they'd just been 
probably 

piling up in bags and somebody thought that this wa~/something that somebody 

should file these. So my office was simply given the job of putting the name 

in romanization and then filing them alphabetically. And with 2 million to 

work on and precomputer days, it was quite a job. It was boring and I went 

at it with all the zeal and zest of a reformer because it was very much a 

reforming stage of the occupation. And here at this point I had the perfect 

job. In the first place, I was able to choose as my office space the top 

floor of the Taisho Insurance Building, which still stands. The Nikatso 

Building that was built later on land which was bombed by the American bomb-

ing--we got a tremendous respect for American bombing skills because the 

German Embassy and the building which had been where the Nikatso Building 

is now were the only buildings that were bombed along that road across the 

street from the Imperial Palace. The building where the Nikatso Building 

is now had been the headquarters of the Nakijima Aircraft Company, I think. 

So you got quite a healthy respect when you realized that they had picked 

those two buildings out of the whole of the l1arunouchi. 

We were right north so at that time, since that land was still open, 

we had a south exposure and a west exposure overlooking the Imperial Palace. 

And my desk was right there in the corner so I could see Mt. Fuji most 

every morning in the wintertime. 

I had no idea how well the Japanese could do romanization, so my test 

was mainly in whether they could do romanization, which they all could. 

And we hired a staff of 20, two of whom were university graduates, one of 

whom had been a tank captain in the war. And the other one was a Kao graduate 



26 

and had been in or something. But they obviously were the senior men 

and since it was democracy we were teaching the Japanese, we elected the 

people who were going to be in charge of the office. And strangely enough, 

it was these two guys that were elected, which was probably good because 

they were the only ones that had any idea of administration. And I had 

purposely hired young people because I knew it was a deadly dull job and I 

didn't want to get people that wouldn't do the job. So after they had been 

elected to be the officers, we simply set about doing the work. And they 

were not to be told what thes'e cards were about. They were simply told to 

romanize the name and start filing them" Then we ordered file boxes which 

came in gradually as the stuff to fill the file boxes was done. 

I was the only contact with CIS headq~arters and once a day I would go 

over to my other office and be there to pick up anything. At first there 

was' nothing and then gradually the local Cle teams began to learn of our 

existence and CIS learned of our existence. So later on we would get 

requests occasionally for names, but that was all. With two offices, nobody' 

ever knew exactly where I was, and my only responsibility was to keep records 

o~ how many cards. we were filing, and we did it., But it was als.o fun.. I had 

a ra.diQ playing most 0f the time and again, h.owever, it was contact with real 

life in Japan and I could be quite cavalier about the occupation and got into 

trouble once because at Haizuru-:"'----I felt the people at Maizuru didn v t know 

to what us:e these. cards were being put. And so I suggested that I go to Maizuru 

and introduce them to ··t h i.s aspect of their operation, which was fun.. The 

CIC insisted upon sending a major and his wife along with me., I guess they 

wanted a trip, too, and th.ey put kind of a damper on i.t. But out in Maizuru 
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met a miss kid who d grown up in Japan, a missionary kid, and his brother 

was arriving. And we arranged to call him to Tokyo for a second conference 

that happened to be at the time his brother was arriving in Yokohama and 

made reference to this in official mail. And I got my knuckles rapped be

cause I said, you know, "We could have another conference," not realizing, 

I mean, it had been, it was all above board. He was in charge of making out 

th.es.e dumb cards and he should see what we were doing with them. 

But in the second half of my job, and you can see why I don't really 

know much about the occupation because my only contact--by definition, I had 

to be away from the rest of it because this was,the fact that the Americans 

had interest in this material was secret. They couldn't do the work so .the 

Japanese didn't know who these 2 million cards were. And occasionally they 

would ask me and I would s.ay, "Well, you know, use your heads" I can't say 

anything to you about it.~' They knew that they came from Hokodate and Maizuru 

They knew that th.ese people were, I'm sure, that these people were repatriates" 

Now two streams have come up. While I was at the NHK Building, my closest 

contact with the real brass was that during coffee breaks on, I think it was 

Wednesday mornings., I would go down and watch the Allied Council meet. And I 

think it was the Naji Building where the Air Corps had its headquarters, and 

th.ey had a room, I suppos.e 40 x 25 with a balcony around it. And you could 

stand on the balcony and look down at the table where the four repres.entatives 

s.at. And I suppose I attended it three or four times and it was just a shout

ing match.. The Japanese and th.e Russians and th.e Americans were baiting each 

other. And the Britis.h and the Chinese were sitting there looking •••. 

END TAPE I, BEGIN TAPE II 
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And the United Kingdom,represented by McMahon Ball, and the Chinese were 

sitting there looking embarrassed, so we lost interest in it. But this is 

what the history books all say about the Allied Council and that's the way 

it was. 

The other contact that I had with Japanese society and these of course 

were uppermost on my mind, particularly when I got this other job, I really 

wasn't interested in learning more Japanese. Herschel Webb and Gene Langston, 

Roy Andrew Miller, Charles Terry, were all living in the same building that I 

was, and they sort of holed themselves up really to learn Japanese. And I 

was much more gregarious. I wanted to learn the spoken language, and I 

wanted to learn about the country. And I did not feel committed to the field 

of Japanese studies, and I knew that I could learn to read later. And besides, 

my own particular tick was that I was supposed to learn to speak an Oriental 

language, not to write it and read it. 

So you're right, I did have a choice of jobs and when I first got there, 

I tried immediately in January to get into something more interesting. And 

another friend of our family's was a lady named Hosko Otake, who was working 

in the Religions Division of Civil Information and Education under Bunce and 

was in fact working on the book which appeared under Bunce's name later on, 

Religions in Japan~ And the man that was in direct charge under Bunce of the 

research was a man named William Woodward. We immediately hit it off~ Mosko 

introduced me to him to see if I could get a job with him which sounded more 

interesting than translating maps.. We had a very routine interview until it 

just turned out that he was a graduate of Kalamazoo ' College. And when he 

found out that I had also been to Kalamazoo College, he wanted to know why I 
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hadn't named the in my career first. So I formed a very 

warm friendship with him, with Mosko Otake who also was trying to introduce 
a 

me. And through my knowledge of Fukatsu I go~ her/Place to live in the 

missionary residence when Hessel decided not to live there any more. And 

so she was also helping me in learning about the Japanese church and about 

Japan. 

Again then, I knew the people at CI&E but I wasn~t with them. And I 

think it was through the interest in LARA that I met also Wilton Dillon. He 

was one of the ones that I think was delivering. You would have to check 

with him to see if he has any recollections about that. Because I had a 

truck and because I had a Japanese office of 20 employees, the truck came 

and had different trips. So that second summer, the summer of 1948, we took 

a long day trip out around the base of Mt. Fuji, driving the whole way in a 

day. And of course no Japanese were taking excursions like that at that time, 

so it was lots of fun for them and lots of fun for me. You know, I had lots 

of largess to spread around. 

We had other friends living in Kamakura who were friends of my cous-in and 

they had a lot 01; adolescent children. And it was a Japanese house we could 

get into so a couple of times I took along huge quantities of sukiyaki meat 

and they would provide the vegetables, and we'd have a real sukiyaki feed 

They could provide everything else and we would provide· the meat. 

In additi.on, because I had my rail fan interests, I would take one 

Sunday going to church and one Sunday traveling And all I had to do was 

request a written form to allow me to travel anywhere. I filled out the 

form and simply had to get somebody to sign it, and they could care less. 
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Civilians were in a very privileged position because we were theoretically 

under military discipline, but not really. And so I took trips to Karauizawa, 

to Okayama, Tokyo, to Kyoto, to Sendai, allover the place.. And again, it was 

very much a personal Japan. I was observing geography very carefully and the 

railroading situation because I liked trains. 

I was very much bothered by the life-style of the occupationeers, by the 

tremendous amount of liquor that was consumed. I was a teetotaler and came 

from a teetotaling family. We had a bar in the Continental Hotel. In the 

first place, I think our room cost us $10.00 a month, if I recall. It may 

have been less. Meals were 75¢ a day, and we ate all our meals. We got 

chits and we ate them either at our own hotel or we could eat them in some 

other hotel, if we could talk our way into the other hotel. It usually 

wasn't very hard, but you weren't supposed to eat any place except where 

you lived. The 25¢ chit, for instance, you could eat at the Imperial Hotel 

with, if you wanted to and as you got to know your way around, you did more 

frequently. One of the persons, by the way, that we met that you will know 

was J~ Dixon Edwards, at that time was living in the Imperial Hotel and quite 

high in the ranks of the occupation. 

The drinking bothered me. We had a bar where the drinks were 25¢ each. 

In addition, there was a ration of two cases of beer a week and 10 bottles of 

hard liquor a month. And the 10 bottles of hard liquor were $15 .. 00 a case for 

the 10 bottles. The beer I think was $2.00 a case. So you could certainly 

live in a constant alcoholic haze if you wanted to, and many people elected 

to do that. I had a hard time even buying the liquor, but it became obvious 
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that these were nice to give to some friends, not at the church 0 And 

a friend who was almost a relative was a paratrooper in Sendai, and his way of 

handling life in the Army was to volunteer for all the teams. So he was on 

the basketball team and the football team and the baseball team0 He was 

constantly traveling around East Asia to Korea and Okinawa with the Sendai 

team. So he would stop into Tokyo and there were six of us. We were in one 

of the largest rooms, a beautiful corner room. I was the only one that stayed 

there because the other five had established liaisons out in the city with 

various women or families they were living with. One fellow was living 
:;i:n 

almost as an adopted son in a family. I think the others were livin~/commo~ 

law relationships with women. So I had plenty of room to put my cousin up 

or anybody else that wandered in. And I sort of had a little junior hotel running 

there of people I knew that would come in. 

So I h,ad gotten my month's supply of liquor and this fellow. took a look 

at it and he said, "Well, why don't you give me four bottles of that and let 

me see what I can do w:;i:th it.H So he would sell them for $15.00 a bottle to 

the enlisted men, who weren't supposed to have any. When I told him of my 

concern about the ethics of this and he said, "Well, just look at it this way. 

Consider it social work.· t I suppose in 20 months there I got two cases of 

liquor and sold most of it to him when he would come through. 

Th,e main thing was the contrast that these people in their lives knew 

absolutely nothing, cared absolutely nothing. And by this time I was having 

an incredibly rich life on my weekends, really very little of the occupation. 

The Tokyo Kikan, which stood until about 15 years. ago--it's now been replaced, 

I think by another building of the same name--was a beautiful old Victorian 
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or Meiji, pile, with beautiful balustrades and so forth" I can remember I 

had a white linen suit that had been giyen--some wealthy man in Hinsdale 

had died, and it had been given to me because it was thought it would fit 

me and he was many inches bigger than I was~ But it cut down to a beautiful 

suit, and I had white shoes. And I remember a few parties. at the Tokyo Kikan 
like 

and Wilton Dillon commenting o'!ywhat a Southern gentleman I looked So there 

was a little bit of that kind of life.. Not very much becaus.e r: was very ill 

at ease with all of what seemed to me--we wouldn't use the word 1Ycolonialism~' 

at that time, but it did seem colonial .. 

As you see, my Japan was all very private and I can go on and tell you 

a few' more stories that have to do with th.e occupation also. May Day of 1948 ~ 

Because it was May Day, the office was off, and there we.re going to be big 

demonstrations~ Now I was interested in the demonstrations and I had a camera, 

so I went and 'got pictures of Tokuda Kyuichi and others giving their speeches, 

right 'up close where I could get the pictures. And that same afternoon I had 

been asked to play for a wedding, play the organ for a wedding, at one of 

the Allied chapels. And another one of the fellows, Ted somebody, whom you 

won-t know--he was a °miss" !}id from India with whom I made common caus:e-..-

had a girlfriend who had a good soprano voice. And she had been asked to sing 

at the wedding, and it was through her that I got the request to play at the 

wedding. So I played at the wedding and then went to the wedding reception. 

And I was all sunburned becaus'e I'd been at the May Day rally, and I was meet-

ing all these people and we were talking about what we did. And this big gang 

of nisei, and they all worked for the Agriculture Department, and I thought 

this was interesting Since I knew nothing about agriculture, I couldn-t 
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embarrass them by out they didn't know anything about agriculture 

either. And finally one guy came walking up and one of the advantages of 

being in CIS was that you were in Intelligence and you could say so because 

it was clean-hands intelligence. It was at the very top and there was no 

messing around, none of the dirty intelligence. So I would calmly announce 

that I was in CIS, and they were all in Agriculture except that this one guy 

loomed out of the crowd and he said, "Ah, you say you're in CIS. Ah, yeah, 

yeah, you were out taking pi.ctures this morning. Jl 

And I said, "Yeah." 

nAh, we were going to turn you in. You're in CIS? Oh, yeah, yeah, fine." 

And this was the local eIC contingent that had been observing as nisei. 

This was one of the first demonstrations. It was really a country picnic, 

but there were a lot of people down there. 

Q: That was your impression then? 

JH: Yes. It was the first, and th.en there were later ones that got a little 

bit more vociferous. And I saw my first example of Japanese crowd control 

techniques: becaus.e--tha.t would have to be 1948" It was another demonstration 

down in the plaza at which there was some more pushing around. But the 

technique that was used at that time was. that the Japanese had non-water 

soluhle paint and when one of these scuffles started, they simply sprayed 

paint over everyb.ody and let them go. But every single streetcar stop 

was covered by a. policeman, so when they got off the streetcar and had COID-

plete1y separated from the crowd and were almost home, then they were picked 

out and they were color coded, you see,by the color of paint that they had on 
a 

theme It wa§..!very, very sophisticated way of handling it so that there was no 
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chance whatsoever to retaliate against the police. 

The MacArthur stories, what was it? Recently I have met a man in Van

couver who knows excellent English and told me that he got his start as the 

elevator operator for MacArthur. I'm trying to figure out where I got that 

story. I'm sure I met him in Vancouver. Whether he's still in Vancouver or 

not, well, it come back to me. He would be a good one for anybody to 

talk to. His English is excellent. I'd have to see if I could reconstruct 

that for you. 

r have read the William Manchester book on MacArthur with great interest. 

Manchester's a marvelous historian and he has done a marvelous job for MacArthur 

and I think a very honest job. But one of the things that used to tickle me 

a lot was the great story about how the crowds gathered to cheer MacArthur 

when he went into his office every morning. We used to chuckle about that 

because if you take the busiest sidewalk in Japan and cordon it off for 15 

minutes, you're going to get a crowd,and that was the crowd that was always 

there. Because long before his car left the Embassy, the crowd would be 

cordoned off, and they were always there. And of course when MacArthur 

strode from his car into th.e building, if there were any foreign photographers 

there, they had a picture of a crowd cheering or looking at MacArthur. It 

really wasn i. t always cheering, but I think they all noticed it. So that was 

one vignette. The crowds were always there, but they were there not because 

the Japanese were so enthusiastic about the occupation but because they were 

being prevented from getting to wherever they hoped to go~ 

Another little vignette. My employees had to be certified for employment 
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through the Dai-Ichi Building, and the Japanese gentleman who was inaugurating 

them into the glories of the Dai-Ichi Building made a special point of telling 

them that day that they all should be sure to go to the toilet because these 

were certainly the most beautiful toilets in the whole of the world, and they 

were all marble toilets, just fantastic. 

Once later on and I'm not quite sure why, I went down to the guard room 

of the Dai-Ichi Building. And the guards were allover six feet and they 

were husky, football-playing types. Their uniforms were always starched as 

if they'd just gotten into them and had never done anything normal in them. 

And I went down and visited the place where the off-duty ones were having 

their coffee in the morning, and I discovered how the uniforms worked. 

Before they could sit down for their coffee, they had to open up their pants 

and unzip them and slip them down over their buttocks. And then they sat down 

so th,ey could get back up and the pants didn v t have any creases in them. This 

kind of attention to detail was part of MacArthur. These were the ones that 

saw films with him at night. Since Wilton Dillon told me the story originally, 

you may have heard it from him. 

The other story about MacArthur concerns MacArthur·s running for the 

election. Have you heard anything about this? 

Q: Not on tape. 

JH: Not on tape? Maybe you've heard the story off tape. Well, it was rumored 

that MacArthur would run for the election in 1948, and Colonel McCormick of 

the Chicago Tribune came out in the spring of 1948 to try to pers.uade him" 

So we all went to hear Colonel McCormick's talk, but he told us about 

American his.tory. It was obvious that the talks with MacArthur were not 

going to lead to an announcement. But the Japanese were quite enthusiastic 
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about the candidacy of MacArthur and of course from their point of view, 

there was only one thing you could do after you'd run Japan and that was 

run the United States. So they were very much privy to the rumors and taking 

for granted that he would be the next President of the United States. And one 

day on the spot where the National. Cash Register Company has its present offices 

across the street from the South Manchurian Railway Building, the present annex 

to the Embassy, and right along the road that MacArthur came to work, there 

was a small cleaning establishment which blossomed out with this sign: "Dear 

General MacArthur, We Wish You a Happy Erection." And the McAllister book 

has a picture of the man who has just changed the "r" to an "I." Wilton 

Dillon is the one who told me this story. I think he said he saw the sign. 

In any case, it was even bets around there at the time as to whether or not 

the Japanese had made the mistake on their own or they had been helped to 

make it by the GI's who had heard their pronunciation. 

Certainly MacArthur was aloof. I had quite a respect for him. I think 

most of the people we worked with did. This is my standard talk on the 

occupation. You're going to have to ask questions if you want any more. 

Q: Yes. Well, you said it was a very, very personal occupation. You also said 

that in 1947 :tt was still very much a time of reformism. Others of us are 

wondering about the per.iodization of the occupation, whether this is when 

there began to be a shift of emphasis away from 80 much pressure on the 

Japanese for reform, say, looking toward economic recovery or other things. 

So could I ask you, in the midst of all of this, to what extent you thought 

much about what we were trying to do with the occupation in Japan, any sense 

of agrarian reform or trust-busting, any ideas about the war crimes trials? 
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On the whole, did you feel excited about what was happening, what we were 

trying to do? 

JH: Oh, sure. I think the description of it at the lunches at the various hotels 

as if it was sort of like the New Deal in Washington is a very apt one. It 

was a bunch of naive American missionaries who were going to make Japan over. 

Was David Sills in the occupation? 

Q: Yes. 

JH: Yes. Okay, that's where I first met him in some of these conversations" 

And I don't know why his name comes up with this, but in the Continental Hotel, 

wh.ich is where I was, was ranks I to 6. Now generally speaking, ranks I to 6 

were,the equivalent Army rank was enlisted men. And the first people that 

went over from the Navy as language officers were 7's, which was the lowest 

officer equivalent rank. And the 7's stayed in the Aiso Hotel or other hotels 

The Continental Hotel was I to 6's and we had most of these carpenters, people 

who were craftsmen that were coming out. All of the language people were 

6's. They were the top rank to be there, and within this group there was a 

diffident little corps of language people of Herschel Webb and Gene Langston 

etcetera, who I think were as put off by our othe.r inhabitants as I was but 

reacted by' keeping very much to themselves and studying Japanese---this 

included Donald Riehle, too--and learning about Japanese from books in their 

rooms, for the most part, and then using Japanese in their jobs, written 

Japanese, much more than I did. Because they were all translating. 

But because I knew Hessel and because I knew Bott and because I then met 

Dillon and Sills and Ken Colton, they were allover at the Aiso Hotel. And 

th.en when I got my new job, I became a 7, so I could have moved to the Aiso 
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summer of 1947 on. And in the Continental Hotel, there was very little 

feeling of reform. These very diffident, shy, language freaks were up 

studying language by themselves. I remember Herschel one day at breakfast 

announcing that he had finally memorized all of the 66 .cunei of traditional 

Japan. I still haven't the foggiest notion of what all the 66 cunei in tradit

ional Japan were, but that was the sort of ·thing he was doing, very systematically 

memorizing lists and characters and counting how many characters he knew. So 

that this reforming zeal was over at the officer equivalent ranks where the 

people were,people like Wilton Dillon, who had a tremendous interest in reform 

and in establishing a new democratic press" He was in the office that was 

doing this sort of thing. Faubian Bowers I don't think I met at that time, 

but he knew' Faubian Bowers, who was very close to General MacArthur and 

pumping these ideas into MacArthur,. It was very much like Ottawa or Washington, 

that all sorts of grand things were going to be done. 

Per:;i.odization. I think it was March 1948 that the Dodge Mission is what 

l~m told. And I waS' there and I think it was about this time that it became 

obvious that they were worried about the Communist threat. Now Special 

Operations; had been established in CIS before I got there, and that means 

that 'they were established before June of 1947, so that the concern had 

sta.rted. Th.en in'my new job, this brought me occasionally into glimpses 

of; not the white-glove intelligence but the red-glove intelligence, jus.t 

little splotches, just little teeny ones. And one day I walked into the 

headquarters of the Map Section where I had worked in ATIS, but now I was 

a member of a different team. And I walked into the area where they had 
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been interviewing repatriates about the geography. They were still working 

on maps of Russia, but they were getting their information through inter

views. There was a major in charge, and I walked in one day and he was very 

glum and what was wrong? Well, orders were being cut to send him back to the 

states. Well, what had happened? The night before a broadcast from somewhere 

in northern Honshu aimed at Russia had been intercepted, and it gave the name 

of every single person in that office. And so the answer was that that day 

everybody was being shifted out. So that they were playing for keeps, and I 

would only get very seldom little flashes that anybody was playing for keeps. 

So there was reason there for there to be concern that these people being 

repatriated from Russia did include agents who were active. 

Then it was very obvious that China was going down the drain. My orig

inal interest had been in China and other things being equal, would have chosen 

the Chinese language rather than Japanese. And my brother had gone back to 

Oberlin College and was finishing up in the spring of 1948 and was elected 

as one of the Oberlin College reps to teach in China. My cousin had done 

this and my brother and a friend of his from Oberlin~ So I arranged to 

leave th.e occupation when his ship hit Yokohama and then go on to China with 

him just for the trip and then come on around the world and home. I had 

learned when I took my new job and had to take a ..... -they had two positions open 

that day, a 7 and a 9. And the difference in salary was $1,000, which at the 

time was a difference between $4800 and $6,000, which was a difference there

fore of 25 percent in salary. I could have had either job. The difference 

was that I didn·t have a college degree and by no way could we figure that 
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my naval language training plus my five semesters of college, they just 

didn't see that they could certify me as having a college degree. So that 

the handwriting was on the wall that I'd better get back to college sometime. 

So I had saved most of my money at $4800. When my expenses were some-

thing like $600 a year, you save money pretty fast. The black market 

flourished. Everybody got ... you just really couldn't do it legally. 

My first custom-made suit I bought the material in the PX [Post Exchang~/ 

for not very much. But the tailor was a man who Ken Colton introduced me to 

who made suits for Diet members, and he himself had been trained in London. 

And the cost of the tailoring and the lining and the buttons and the thread 

was two cartons of cigarettes. This was $2.00 to me. The cigarettes were 

black marketed to China. They were flown to China and sold there at fantastic 

prices, and all the middlemen got cuts on the way along. 

Now this meant therefore it cost hardly anything to live. I saved a lot 

of money, and when my brother came in August of 1948, I joined him and then 

had a trip to Shanghai where there were friends of my parents, up the coast 

to Tientsin on a converted destroyer which was a passenger s.hip then, by rail 

to Peking. I had cousins living in Peking and then we flew to Chienanwhere 
over Communist-held territory, 

we had other cousin~and Chienan was surrounded by the Communists then. It 

fell to the Communists a month after we left, back to Shanghai and by ship 

from Shanghai to Chungking and by truck from Chungkingto Chengtu, way in 

western Szechwan where I left my brother and flew back to Chungking and then 

took a truck to Chungming and flew out to Rangoon between August and October 

of 1948, which was just when the Communists were beginning their drive for 
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power. So I was interested in China in the spring of 1948. It was obvious 

that everything was over there, and I was quite concerned about my intel

ligence background going into China, that people might learn about it. But 

such was the lack of any sort of semblance of order that this didn't .. 

END SIDE I, BEGIN SIDE II 

. that didn't bother me, as far as I know. 

Now I can't be much more specific about the details of the reformism 

except that I was involved in my own personal sort of mending of the hurts 

of war. And I think I tended to be rather bored. I was not a politically

minded person at that point. I took for granted that these reforms were 

good and that they were going on, and I didn't think that we were partic

ularly responsible for them. I knew in my own office I was finding out 

all the time that the Japanese were much more able than I would have thought 

they could be. So I don't think I really had any feeling that we were doing 

all this. Lots of people did, and then subsequently I found out that what 

the occupation generally did was to give Japanese options and the Japanese 

had usually thought through what they would do given that option long before. 

So they chose the option which they had independently decided was the one 

that wa,s the, best for them. This is the way that some of the major occupation 

reforms' were decided at least, and I think that that was what was happening 

pretty much with all of them. There just wasn't any animosity. The people 

who disagreed with American policies disagreed but didn't disagree with the 

motivation. They felt the Americans were naive and innocent but well-intentioned. 

And of course in Japan this is an excellent stance because if your intentions 

are good, that's 90 percent of the battle. 
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Q: About those cards that you were filing away or your staff was filing away, 

did you ever find out what happened? Any further reflections on the problem 

of the repatriates from Russia? Do you think most of them were finally sent 

back? 

JH: Oh, no, none of them were sent back. They were all Japanese. 

Q: I'm sorry. I mean most of the Japanese were in fact repatriated? 

JH: I think so. They hadn't all come back when I left. The vast majority had 

come back. I suppose they weren't all sent back. I suspect some of them 

died there, some of them probably elected to stay there. But for all prac

tical purposes I think they all came back. We never found out really. I 

used to ask CIC who were the ones that really would operate on the basis of 

the information that I gave them, whether our files were proving of use to 

them. And they assured me they were, but they weren't interested in telling 

me any more and I really wasn't interested in asking any more. 

Q: What about some of the rivalries among the generals? Do you have any impressions 

of this or remember any occupation stories or gossip about [Major General 

Charles/ Willoughby and [General Courtney A~j Whitney or [General William F..::j 

Marquat? 

JH: These were all names. 

Q: All names to you from your level? 

JH: Yes. I knew about them. Again, I was apolitical.. I really wasn't interested 

because I was really overwhelmed by my own personal problems. And these were, 

in my terms, were so fruitful so it was my weekends that I lived for. Then 

when I had my own office, this again was just training me tremendously about 

Japanese society. I learned most of the occupation when I got back and 

started reading about it in history books. I was in it but I had no interest 
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in the war crimes trials. The kind of thing I learned, for instance, was 

that we had a bonenkai at the end of the year. And I told them all that I 

didn't know their customs and I didn-t want them to expect me to know their 

customs and I wouldn't be able to react. And of course they spent the whole 

time telling me what a wonderful boss that I was. And I thought, "Well, I 

probably should say what a wonderful gang they are, "but I thought I had 

explained to them that I didn't know how to act and so I didn't .. And early 

in the new year my two bosses resigned, obviously that we should have a new 

election because I wasn't, they had not satisfied me. Well, after about a 

week of talking with Mosko Otaki and others, it turned out that of course I 

should have said the ritual thanks to them. So when I did, then they agreed 

to continue to serve. But you see, this was a level of learning about Japan 

that most people were incapable of getting because they simply weren't in 

that kind of a relationship. 

Q: SO you were th.ere from 1946 through 1948? 

JH: August 14, 1948. 

Q: 1948. Was there much improvement in that time in the material conditions 

o£ Japanese li:l;e, just seeing them on the streets or knowing a few of th.em? 

JH; No, not really. 

Q: There was still pretty dreadful food, clothing and shelter? 

JH: The food always seemed tremendous to me, but of course I'm sure I was eating 

their very beat. And I was contributing the kinds of things that they des-

perately needed: canned meats and so forth. No, the gross figures about how 

the economy did not improve during that time The first hotels for foreign 

traders were establish.ed, and this was a first--I would say the Marunouchi 
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Hotel opened its postwar form and another one downtown, the Tato, I think. 

I don't think it any longer exists, but these were hotels when traders were 

to come in and try to find something they could want to buy. But it was 

very amateurish and the Japanese really didn't have much to sell that anybody 

wanted to buy. 

Since I viewed it all through rose-colored glasses, it didn't look par

ticularly bad to me and I had many more contacts than most people did. 

Another man, for instance, a contact through Kalamazoo. I'm not quite sure 

how I made it, but this man in Kalamazoo had a Japanese friend hetd gone to 

college with. and so I was asked to look the man up and find out from the man 

if there was anything that I could get for him for which I could bill his 

friend in Michigan. And the man said, well, yes, that they'd like a waffle 

iron, that they were getting wheat rations and they didn't know what to do 

with it. But he thought that he remembered that waffles had been nice. So 

I delivered him a waffle iron a few weeks later, and he was an official in th.e 

Datsun Motor Car Company back when it was a very small outfit. 

Those are the stories that made my experience very, very different. To 

get to his- house I had to travel on some of the suburban electric lines where 

there were no foreigners at all, nobody ever saw foreigners. I didn't cause 

the stir that I caused later becaus-e, you know, they could expect anything 

:tram foreigners. And s-omebody that spoke Japanese was not particularly noted 

because they were too bokan to worry about foreigners of this category. We 

were all members of the occupation forces. 

Q: \\Then you left Japan in August 1948, did you have any idea that you would be 

ending up in Japanese studies? 
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JH: Yes, I think I had an idea that--again you see, ltd had the idea that our 

family business was in the Orient. So that I was the Japan one. Again, I 

was tremendously interested in China and India and had the feeling when I 

arrived in India that I was in fact coming back to a place that I'd lived 

in before. And again, all through India, staying with, meeting friends of 

the family and then people from Oberlin College and I was wondering about 

where I'd go back to college. When I arrived in Oberlin, it was obviously 

all these associations with Oberlin in China and so forth, it was a place 

that I obviously would be very happy. So I went back and took my final year 

and a half there, and then decided to go into graduate work in Japanese 

studies. And although Harvard was sort of the Oberlin graduate school, I 

made everybody mad at Oberlin by being accepted at Columbia and Harvard and 

going to Columbia. But again it was my own personal reasons and the reason 

was that Union Theological Seminary was at Columbia and my ubiquitous cousins-

I had two sets of cousins studying in New York when I first went there, both 

of them in the Theological Seminary. They were cousins that I had also met 

in China and India on my trip the year before, two years before. So that 

this tradition of the family kept going through graduate school in New York, 

and I had contacts in the Theological Seminary at a very exciting period in 

its time when both {Reinhol.9:./ Niebuhr and {Paul Johanne~/ Tillich were teach-

ing there. Then living at International House where I got to meet the 

people that introduced me to the study of Uchimura and interested in 

whether I would become a missionary or not but then using the Uchimura 

study to define my relationship toward the mission enterprise, which was a 

continuation. All this, you see, was me with regard to Japan. 
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Now for instance, I wrote very detailed letters all the time I was in 

Japan. Sometime I'll read those letters over again. I have them and very 

detailed letters of the trip in China, two months in China. Now the only 

other people that were there, Ashanta Ramarau was doing a book and she and 

Faubian were traveling there when I was there. But there were very, very few 

other people that had that kind of experience in China.. And people say, 

"Oh, we must publish your letters," but they're so darned apolitical. I 

really was not a good reporter. I wasn't interested in all the things that 

people are supposed to be interested in, and my stories were all anecdotal. 

When I was in Chengtu I was meeting with the Friends Service Committee unit 

there, and it was of interest to me to hear that the Friends Service Committee 

people in distributing their medical supplies had to work with the local war

lord through his black market to get their tires and gas. And I'm sure that 

the good people back in Philadelphia and New York and London wouldn't have 

liked that. So then I decided to go into Japanese studies in the 1950~s 

still leaving the possibility of becoming a missionary over there. 

Q: Well, if I could just bring this around full circle here at the end and-

JH: So we can quit in a few minutes? 

Q: Yes. Just to ask you for your reflections on Japanese studies in the early 

fifties at Columbia~ You came in as Sir George Sansom was finishing up his 

time at Columbia? Was Professor Tsnoda there and others? 

J'H: The Institute had just been founded" 

Q; And you had already learned to speak Japanese fluently? 

JH: Yes~ and I had been through the course. I just didn't know how to read it 

nearly as well as the others who had been spending all their time reading 



47 

and translating there. So I went into third-year Japanese I never was 

the "hell-bent-for leather" linguist that Hervitz and the others were there, 

so I never attacked the written language the way they did. I think I was in 

the first East Asian Institute seminar. It may have been the second one, but 

it was. still something where we had as. many faculty as there were students. 

And so it was Sansom and Holl and {Hugh/ Borton and Pfeffer and Dixon Edwards 

and Wilbur, for instance, all in the seminar where I did my first Uchimura 

report. I had that kind of an audience, for instance. And Pfeffer and Wilbur 

were the ones that were most enthusiastic about it. They seemed to understand 

the nature of it. 

There was a large group of students who were generally very, very 

friendly: Paul Langer and Peter Burton who are here in Los Angeles now, 

Joe Gordon, Ed Griffin, Webb. Roy Miller, I think, was already dissatisfied 

and planning to go to California. The firs.t year that I was there Sansom 

wasn't there. He was on leave, so this s.eminar was the second year.. And 

whether that was the first seminar, I'm not sure. So T had--his course I 

heard from Borton~ 

Besides the Theological Seminary, the reason that I went to Columbia, 

I think, was Wilbur. Reischauer gave me a hard time at Harvard and it's the 

kind of hard time that I would give a student now because I was, from his 

point of view) too concerned about the missionary side and the training tha.t 

would meet both of them. The environment at Columbia was much better for this. 

Both. Wilbur and Borton, .who were my immediate contacts, and Sansom were much 

more willing to put up with this kind of lack of direct professional commitment., 
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Also, one of the that I was introduced to at Harvard was just 

finishing up. That was Elsworth Carlson, a predecessor from Oberlin, and 

he was f'ed up with Harvard. He said, "I'm just a poor, dumb, country kid, 

but I don~t like it here .. " And Wilbur in particular had been so warm in 

Columbia that it just seemed for my particular needs You see, in every 

case, it was my needs that were paramount to the field. I wasn't going 

in to learn Buddh_ism or to learn about Japan. It was simply a vehicle 

:eor my concern about the missionary background.. And that continued for 

years until_ I took the job at International House. 

Q: Now that you have mentioned International House, could I hear just a little 

bit more about how your personal interests and personal concerns were resolved 

by your experienc-e at International House? 

JH.: Well, once again, that starts back with Ken Colton, who first introduced me 

to Matsumoto Shigeharu in the spring of 1948. And then at Columbia I got the 
Kanzo 

topic of' Uchimur~1' in the spring of 1951 and got the job in charge of the 

Intellectual Interchange Program with Japan in the fall of 1952, I think, 
U chimur a Konzo" 

while I was writing ,up my master's es,Say on_I And I got that job because I 

h.ad experience in travel and was the only one that wanted it and nobody else 

wanted it" -But this then was--the operators at the other end were the Inter .... 
in Tokyo 

national House people, and my opposite as the executive secretary/was Takagi 

Yas~aka" So when he heard that this person---and I had been sort of' applying 

administrative techniques to work with the job that he didn't understand and 

didnlt like and I had had more of it because I'd been in my administrative 

background at that point" So I think he felt quite good that I had h.elped 

him, but he also heard that I was studying Uchimura and he was on the Fulbright 
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in 
Commission. So that when I arrived/Hekara Maru, I was immediately told that 

Dr. Takagi wanted to see me and two days later was in President Yanaihara's 

office in 1953 as one of the first Fulbright students. And Takagi Yasaka then 

became my guardian angel. He introduced me into Mariama Masao's seminar, which 

was extremely difficult to get into. Mariama immediately got sick with tuber-

culosis, so I didn't feel that I could follow that up. A lot of his other 

students went to his house, frequently. 

Then Takagi got me the job translating the book that came out, his 

Japanese Religion in the Meiji Era. When I had first arrived, Matsumoto was 

sick and Norman Cousins was coming on the exchange program. So having arranged 

the program from New York for Norman Cousins, Takagi put the program for Japan 

for Norman Cousins in my hands when I got off the boat, which I felt was a low 

blow. I didn't think I knew that much about Japan, but I did it as the begin-

ning of my Fulbrigh_t grant, then the translatione Then the story of the 

building of the house which had begun to unfold wh_ile I was. in charge of the 

program in New York. And then talk that even before I went back in 1956 that 

I was being cons.idered for the assistant directorship. And then back to New 

York where I mise:r;-ably failed the written test the first year that they had, 

the second year that they had written tests for the doctorate. And I was 

given the exam they·d made up for anothe:r;- guy the previous year, and he 

hadn't taken it. So th_ey jus.t pulled the exam out and gave it to me. The 

Chinese part hinged around having read Needham,which s.tudents were lining 

up 14 deep to try to get the one copy of. So I flunked it miserably and 

then took it again six weeks later and passed it all right and then passed 

my orals and though_t I was going to the International House job in 1958, 
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told them that I was coming with my bride and then no answer and no answer 

and no answer until Matsumoto came through town and suggested that he'd like 

to meet my fiancee. And I said, "But she lives in Cleveland." 

And she said, "Wouldn't she like to come to New York?" 

And I said, "Oh, yes," so I invited her down to New York. And the 

Matsumotos gave up a weekend at J.D.R. farm to come in and spend 

Sunday with us. When I got to Japan--and within two weeks I had my con-

firmation and when we got to get the visa in Chicago Consulate, the guy was 

giving us a hard time about having only $200 a month salary and living in 

Japan because foreigners liked to "live it up" and weren't we going to be 
as: 

too poor? An~ke was just getting into this investigation, he was called 

out of the room and he came back all smiles and said, oh, the visa had been 

all arranged and he hadn't understood. 

So then at International House, I think that it then began to appear, 

because I was in a very unusual position--Gordon Bolles was the only one 

that had held that job and I was the only non-Japanese on the staff. And 

everything that I had done, for whatever aim, was very much. in use. My 

spoken Japanese was in great demand because I was the front man, the 

number two front man. If Matsumoto's stomach was upset, I had to take care 

of whatever it was that was planned, introducing a guest speaker or chairing 

a dinner for the Japanese gagaku troup that was about to leave for the States 

And it was all my skills in a secular setting. It was lots of fun. It was 

tied in with Uchimura because it was all the Uchimura gang that I knew at 

International House. And it just became more and more apparent that the 

missionary day wasn't for me and that the same skills were applicable there. 
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And then this led directly when we got back to a fellowship for a year in 

Kyoto, the first attempt to read papers about Uchimura and doing it the 

good graduate student way of doing little bits of Uchimura and announcing 

the paper, discovering that this just didn't work because what people knew 

about Uchimura didn't fit with what I was finding out aboutUchimura. 

And so this has gone on to the present that to make the Uchimura consistent 

with what I discovered in 1947 about Japan has meant a constant shucking of 

Western attitudes about what Japan was like. And most recently what I'll talk 

about two nights from now is the adoption of the biographical stance that a 

Japanese is worthy of a biography for himself and not because hets an example 
development of the 

of something else, that a man like Uchimura is an example of the! indepen-

dent conscience or an example of the development of a non-church Christianity 

or the example of this or the example of that rather than saying, here's a 

ma.n who t s a great man in world his tory whD l s' worth a biography. And he ~ s· 

not--it's like saying that a biography of Jesus Christ is an example of a 

young, pious man who got mixed up in politics.. Not that Uchimura t.8. 

Jesus Christ but there~s a difference in the historical attitude towards 
who 

a subjec~jis worthy of a biography and a sociological attitude of a man 

who's an example of a vocation of something else. And the long, hard road 

to take a Japanese figure and to start taking him seriously and then to take 

him s.eriously when he happens to be a giant is the connection between the 

original interest in the missions in Asia and the final interest in modern 

Japanese history. 

Q: Ilm glad we went a n with that last question. That was very interesting. 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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