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When Japanese officials formally 
surrendered to Gen. Douglas 
macArthur on the deck of 
the u.S. battleship Missouri on 

September 2, 1945, the empire’s cities lay in 
ruins, its surviving people suffering from want 
and despair. The industries that had created 
the Imperial war machine, defined its goals, 
and trumpeted its glory were in shambles. It’s 
thus all the more remarkable that Japanese 
book publishing was one of the first industries 

to get back in business, despite the destruction 
of printing plants and the shortage of paper 
and of capital. Only about three hundred pub-
lishing houses had survived to the end of the 
war, but that number grew to approximately 
4,600 in 1949. Amazingly, in the four months 
between the surrender and the end of 1945, 
publishers had issued nearly one thousand new 
books. With pamphlets added, the number of 
new publications reached 71,000 by year’s end. 
Pent-up demand, fueled by an intense hun-

Inside the University of Maryland’s Prange Collection

Japanese Books under 
the Occupation

In the Library
By yukako TaTsumi and 
John B. hench

Burondi dai 2-shu 
[Blondie Volume 2], 
published December 
1947. The book, like 
many others in the 
Prange collection at the 
University of Maryland, 
shows evidence of the 
government’s post-war 
censorship activities.
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In the Library

Waga tomo Furikka [My Friend Flicka], 
published August 1949. 

Shihon ron [Das Kapital], published January 
1948.

Wakakusa Monogatari [Little Women], 
published June 1948.

Eiga no tomo [Movie’s Friend], published November 1946.

ger for books free of Axis censorship and propa-
ganda that was felt in Japan, as in europe, powered 
the resurgence. The swift return of books within 
a bookish culture helped Japan find its way out of 
defeat and despair.

The rebirth of the Japanese publishing industry 
took place with little impetus from the American-
led occupation force, under macArthur’s com-
mand. In contrast, in Germany the allied military 
government systematically dismantled industries 
as well as governmental departments, to root out 
nazis and their sympathizers, before building 
them up again. little purging occurred in Japan, 
however. most officials and industrialists were 
allowed to remain in their positions, so as to con-
serve u.S. forces and resources, and because few 
Americans had the language and cultural skills 
to govern the country effectively themselves. 
The military government did, however, subject 
books to prepublication censorship by the force’s 
Civil Censorship Detachment (CCD), primarily 
in order to suppress nationalistic and militaristic 
expression, though it never publicly admitted that 
censorship was being carried out.

Fortunately for scholars and bibliophiles, the 
copies of books and other printed materials sub-
mitted to CCD for approval or rejection were 
carefully preserved. These artifacts of a major 
turning point in Japan’s history, many of them 
bearing bureaucratic rubber stamps and annota-
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In the Library

Colonial Printing 

Two copies of the rare Bay 
Psalm Book (1640) and a dunlap 
broadside of the declaration 
of independence will be on 
exhibit at the Library of congress 
through January 2, 2016, in First 
Among Many: The Bay Psalm Book 
and Early Moments in American 
Printing. 

Disney anD … Dalí? 

The Walt disney Family museum 
in san Francisco opens Disney and 
Dalí: Architects of the Imagination 
on July 10. 

DeCiPhering Ulysses

until september 6, see Deciphering 
Ulysses: A Playful Introduction to 
Joyce’s Novel at the Rosenbach 
museum & Library in Philadelphia. 

aliCe in BooklanD

exhibits of Alice-related material 
are plentiful this year. The Book 
club of california, for its part, will 
host a selection of fine press edi-
tions of Lewis carroll’s classic 
through august 24. 

Caxton

William Caxton and the Birth of 
English Printing in on view at 
the morgan Library & museum 
through september 20.

Blake & Book arts

Illuminated Printing: William Blake 
and the Book Arts remains on view 
at yale university’s Robert B. haas 
Library through august 21. 

Women in CartograPhy

The osher map Library at the 
university of southern maine in 
Portland celebrates the contribu-
tions of female mapmakers, such 
as marie Tharp and agnes sinclair 
holbrook. The exhibit closes 
october 8. 

in brief

tions, have been brought together, not 
in Japan or even Washington D.C., but 
at the university of maryland. How 
did this extraordinary collection of 
some 18,000 newspaper titles, 14,000 
magazine titles, 71,000 books, 10,000 
news agency photographs, and more—
collectively documenting postwar 
Japanese thinking and daily life—wind 
up in College Park?

When it became known that the 
military government wanted to 
transfer these materials to an educa-
tional institution in the united States, 
several major universities declared 
their candidacy, including Stanford, 
michigan, Harvard, Yale, Chicago, 
and Columbia. Stanford appeared to 
have the inside track due to intense 
lobbying from Stanford’s Hoover War 
library (now the Hoover Institute) and 
by former president Herbert Hoover 
himself, who had powerful connec-
tions in both Tokyo and Washington. 
maryland was not in the picture until 
a history professor at the university, 
who served in the military govern-
ment, put his mind and his connec-
tions to acquiring it for his institution.

That historian was Gordon W. 
Prange, best known today for his best-

selling, posthumously published book 
At Dawn We Slept: The Untold Story 
of Pearl Harbor (1981). Prange’s imme-
diate superior, maj. Gen. Charles A. 
Willoughby, had been charged with 
choosing the collection’s final, post-
occupation home. To soften up his 
boss, Prange proposed that the materi-
als should go to maryland, where they 
would constitute the “Willoughby 
Collection of Japanese materials.” His 
strategy was fully endorsed by univer-
sity president Harry C. Byrd, who had 
approved Prange’s three-year leave of 
absence from the university to work 
under Willoughby. In appreciation 
of Byrd’s unwavering support, the 
general agreed to transfer the mate-
rials to College Park. The collection 
was shipped from Tokyo in nearly 500 
wooden crates, weighing some 20 tons, 
with the last crates arriving at the uni-
versity in early 1951. As a tribute to the 
acquisitive history professor, the uni-
versity’s regents bypassed Willoughby 
and named the treasure trove the 
Gordon W. Prange Collection.

under the occupation, Japanese 
publishers issued a diverse array of titles, 
including many foreign works of con-
siderable cultural importance, but also 

Kuroneko [Black Cat], published December 1947.Seifukusha [Les Conquérants], published 
April 1947.
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many everyday items, like children’s 
books and textbooks. CCD’s censor-
ship was milder than that of the war-
time Japanese government, with titles 
by marx and his followers, key works 
of French existentialism, and even T. 
H. Van de Velde’s popular manual on 
marital sex gaining the censor’s stamp 
of approval. european works far out-
numbered American. no American 
book made the Japanese bestseller list 
until Gone with the Wind’s translation 
in 1949. 

Because new paper was scarce, most 
materials were printed on recycled 
paper. In spite of the poor quality, the 
Prange materials arrived at maryland 
in excellent condition. For the next 
ten years, however, the collection 
remained in the library’s basement, 
still in the crates that had been packed 
in Japan. They were thus kept out of 
the light, but uncontrolled humid-
ity and temperature made them brit-
tle. Preservation efforts commenced 
in the 1960s when scholarly interest 
in east Asian Studies emerged and 
grew on the campus and nationwide. 
They were reformatted to micro-
forms in the 1980s and, more recently, 
to digital images. The national Diet 
library (the Japanese equivalent of the 
library of Congress) joined the uni-
versity’s reformatting efforts in the 
1990s. With the completion of more 
than one million digital images as of 
2014, the full text in color of 8,000 
children’s book titles and 5,000 gen-
eral book titles is accessible with print-
ing services onsite at College Park 
and the national Diet library. All 
of the magazines and newspapers are 
accessible in microforms there and at 
Harvard, Yale, uClA, the university 
of michigan, Waseda university, 
kumamoto Gakuen university, and 
the International research Center for 
Japanese Studies. 

yukako Tatsumi is Curator, Gordon W. Prange 
Collection and east Asian studies librarian at the 
university of Maryland, College Park. she earned her 
Ph.d. from the university of Maryland, College Park 
in international education Policy. John B. hench is 
retired from the post of vice President for collections 
and programs at the American Antiquarian society 
and is the author of Books as Weapons: Propaganda, 
Publishing, and the Battle for Global Markets in the Era 
of World War II (Cornell university Press, 2010).
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