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The first literary-cultural studies project on modern Hokkaido, Michele M. Mason’s study examines the 

problematic ways dominant narratives cast Japanese as the main characters, agents, and even victims of the 

'modernization' process, perpetuating a number of intransigent and troubling erasures. Mason recasts the 

commonly dismissed colonial project pursued in Hokkaido during the Meiji era (1868-1912) as a major force 

in the production of modern Japan's national identity, imperial ideology, and empire. Critical readings of the 

textual and historical foundations of the (his)stories illustrate how representations of the island's 

colonization both obfuscate the devastating consequences on the indigenous Ainu and define the nascent 

nation-state of Japan as a timeless, unified, civilized entity. 

 

Michele M. Mason is Associate Professor of Japanese Cultural Studies.  Mason's research and teaching 

interests include modern Japanese literature and history, colonial and postcolonial studies, feminist theory, 

and masculinity studies.  She also continues her engaged study of the history of the atomic bombings of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, nuclear studies, and peace and nuclear abolition movements.  She is the co-editor 

of Reading Colonial Japan: Text, Context, and Critique (2012) and author of Dominant Narratives of Colonial 

Hokkaido and Imperial Japan: Envisioning the Periphery and Nation-State (2012).  She also co-produced the 

short, award-winning documentary film, Witness to Hiroshima. (witnesstohiroshima.com) 

 

This event is FREE and open to the public.  Light refreshments will be served. 

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Denise Shupiko at dshupiko@umd.edu 

Sponsored by the Center for East Asian Studies (CEAS) at the University of Maryland. For more 

information on this and other CEAS events, please visit our website at www.ceas.umd.edu/events/events.html 


